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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—WHEAT, QUANTITIES
AVAILABLE.

Hou. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What quantity of wheat is still
available in this State for export¥ 2, What
quantity of wheat is still available for loeal
consumption?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Approximately 3,000 tons. 2, Ap-
proximately 20,000 tons.

QUESTION—CLOSER SETTLEMENT
BILL.

Selget Commitieg’s Inquiry.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Edueation: Will he lay on the Table of the
House a print of the evidence taken by the
Beleet Committee on the Closer Settlement
Bill introduced during the last session of
Parliament, and the letter from the Chair-
man of that committee addressed to him as
Leader of the House after that evidence had
been taken?

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes. The papers will be made avail-
able to-morrow.

QUESTION—INSPECTION OF MACHIN-
ERY, FEES.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS asked the Alinister
for Education: Will he lay on the Table of
the House.-a veturn showing the fees paid
under ‘‘The Tnspection of Machinery Act,
1904°'—(a) For inspection of all types of
mavhinery, hoilera, and air receivers, (b)
For each grade of certificate to engine-
drivers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. The return is attached hereto.
2, Regarding air receivers, these were not
provided for wnder the 1904 Aet and no
statutory authority to charge fees existed.

QUESTION—PUBLIC DEBT.

Hon. A. SANDERSON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, On 30th June, 1922, how
much inscribed stock was current (a) in
London? (b) Elsewheret? 2, Of the publie
debt of Western Australia on 30th June,
192, how much is in inscribed stock and how
much in other securities? 3, Of the total
public debt of Western Australia on 3(th
June, 1922, how much is chargeable with
sinking fund?

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, (a) £32,955853. (b) £8,887,603. 2,
Inscribed stock, £41,843,046; other securities,
£13)117,303. 3, £35,041,352.

QUESTION — FREMANTLE—BUNBURY
SWAMP LANDS.,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT asked the
Minister for Education: Wijll he lay on the
Table of the House all papers held in the
Lands Department giving information as to
levels and area of swamp lands between
Fremantle and Bunbury.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: These papers are very voluminous and
will he made available to the hon. member
at the office of the department. Any that
he then desires te have placed on the Table
of the House can be produced.

. QUESTION—CARNATION WEED,
" Hon. H. STEWART (for Hon. C. F. Bax-
ter) asked the Minister for Education: Will
he lay on the Table of the House all papers
relating to the Carnation weed?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: These papers are being continually re-
quired in the Department, but are available
for the hon. member’s perusal.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL DE-
PARTMEXT, STAFT

Hon. H. STEWART (fer Hon. U, F.
Baxter) asked the Minister for Fduecation:
Will he furnish a return showing (a) the
number of additional appointments to the
staff of the Agricultural Department from
30th January, 1921, to 30th June, 1922 (h)
The positions held and salaries paid te all
those appointed during that term?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
Mied: (a) Nime. (b) Two ‘‘auricultural
advisers,’’ salary £252 per annum cach: one
‘‘field officer,’’ salary £234 per annum; six
‘teadets,’’ salary £72 per annum eacl. (Re-
tirements and transfers made during this
period show n saving of over £2,000 after
allowing for these new appointments.)

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,
NARROGIN.

Hon. H. STEWART (for Hen. C. F.
Tiaxter) asked the Minister for Education:
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What was the expenditure during the past
18 months at the XNarrogin Agritultural
School on (a) Buildings? (b) Improvements
to farm property? (¢) Additional machinery?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The amount of expenditure during the
past 18 months at the Narrogin Agricnltural
School is as follows: (a) Buildings, approxi-
mately £4,000, including work nearing com-
pletion.  (b) Improvements to farm property,
£643 (water and light). (c) Additional ma-
chinery, £75; vepairs to machinery, £111,

QUESTION—NORNALUP WORKS,
EXPENDITURE.

Hon. H. STEWART (for Hom. C. F.
Baxter) asked the Minister for Education:
Have the Government expended any moneys
in the Nornalup area during the past 21%
years? If so, what is the nature of such
expenditure and what are the separate costs
of the different works which have been
carried out?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes. Lands ard Surveys Department.
Surveye: Precise information is not avail-
able until obtained from Bridgetown. Ex-
penditure during the past 234 years is
between £3,000 and £4,000. Public Works
Department (roads and bridges): Bridge-
town-Denomark railway survey, £19434;
Bridgetown-Denmark road, £18,243; bush
rest houses, Bridgetown-Denmark road, £35;
Deep River bridge, £605; Frankland River
bridge, £1,764; Walpole River bridge, £301;
total, £40,382.

QUESTION—PEEL ESTATE AND
GROUP SETTLEMENTS.

Hon., H. STEWART (for Hon. C. TF.
Baxter) asked the Minister for Education:
What do the Government advise settlers to
produce on the Peel Estate and gromp
settlements}

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Dairy preduce, pigs, fruit, potatoes,
vegetables, fodder crops.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT.
Lake Grace to Newdegate.

Hon, H. STEWART (for Hon. C. F.
Baxter) asked the Minister for Education:
Is it the intentien of the Government to
extend the railway from Lake Grace to
Newdegate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: The matter has not been determined.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 1), £1,763,950.

Received from the Assembly, and read a
first time.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) [4.43]: In accord-
ance with notice given, I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to emable a
Supply Bill to be received from the Legis-
Jative Asgembly and to be passed through
all its stages at one sitting.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN (Metropolitan) [4.44]:
I propose to move an amendment to the
Minister’s motion. 1 understand the hon,
gentleman is not inclined to object to the
amendment. We know that the Leader of
the House has impertant business to attend
to on behalf of the State in Melbourne, for
which purpose he must leave not later than
Thursday. The House will therefore practi-
cally be in recess for a fortnight, and I do
not wish to lose the value of that time when
it ean be profitably employed. At the be-
ginning of the session I gave notice of
motion asking for the appointment of a
joint seleet committee to inquire into the
working of the electric light agreement
made between the Government and the
Perth City Council, I found that if I pur-
sued that motion the proposed committes
could not avail itself of the fortnight’s
recess which we are about to have. There-
fore I have withdrawn that motion, and
to-day given notice of another in its place,
asking for the appointment of a select com-
mittes of this House only. If hon, members
will assent to the amendment which I am
about to move, then to-morrow I will move
for the appointment of the select commitiee,
and we can do some useful work during the
fortnight. That is my sole object. 1 move
an amendment—

That the following be added to the
motion:—* *And, further, to consider and
adopt if thought fit a motion having for
ite object the appointment of a select
committee to report vn the operations
and working of the agteement entered
into hetween the Government and the
Perth Municipal Couneil, dated 1Gth
QOctober, 1913, in respect of the purchase
of eleetrie current.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN (South) [4.47]: I
second the amendment, but only with a certain
amount of hesitation, It is not desirable to
suspend the Standing Orders except for very
good reasons. It would be wrong to make this
amendment a precedent. A notice of motion
is required for the suspension of the Standing
Orders for a specific purpose, and to alter that
purpose by an amendment is, I think, contrary
to the spirit of the procedurs. It is highly
undesirable that on some future occasion this
should be used as a precedent for the amend-
ment of a motion for the suspension of the
Standing Orders. On that future oecasion
such an amendment might involve something
very much more important than is involved in
the amendment before us. I hope the House
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will agree to the amendment, but I hope also
this proeedure will not be taken as a pre-
cedent, nor as any encouragement for the
suspension of the Standing Orders.

Hon. A. SANDERS8ON (Metropolitan-
Suburban)—On amendment—[4.50]: It will
be within your recollection, Sir, that six
years ago the Leader of the House made
these remarks:—

‘‘The intentiopn of the present Govern-
ment in regard to finance is to restore full
Parlinmentary authority. I think I eould
not express our policy in that respect any
better if I apoke for half an hour. We
desire in all these matters to restore the
aunthority of Parliament in every respect.’’

It is the desire of the Government to restore
the anthority of Parliament in dealing with
the Btate’s finances, yet we are asked to
suspend the Standing Orders, a course which
practically destroys Parliamentary control
over the finances. Without opportunity for
discussion, we arc to suspend the Standing
Orders and put the Bill through in one
sitting. For what purpose? To enable the
Lender of the House to go to Melbourne.

The Minister for Education: No; it has
always been done.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: What does the
hen. member mean by that—sinee he has been
in office?

The Minister for Edueation: And before.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Then this is the
ordinary procedure of Parliamentary prae-
tice! Where? In this State, in Auvastralia?

The Minister for Eduecation: Everywhere.

Point of Order.

The President: For the information of new
members, T might point out that Standlng
Order 423 reads as follows:—

In cases of urgent necessity any Stand-
ing Order, or sessional Order, or Orders of
the Couneil, may be suspended onm motion
duly made and seconded, without notice,
provided that swuech motion is carried by an
ahsolute majority of the whole mumber of
members.

I think the motion and the amendment ought
to be put separately, becanse they have mo
connection with each other. I ask that hon.
members address themselves to the amend-
ment first.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Standing Order 123 says
that the question, having been proposed, may
be amended by leaving out certain words
only, by inserting or adding certain words, or
by leaving ocut ecertain words in order to
insert or add other words.

The President: I am not opposing the
amendment. I am merely explaining that the
two do not seem to bave application to each
other, and that therefore the question to be
decided i3 whether the amendment should be
adopted.

Hon, A, Lovekin: If it is mot put in the
way I am euggesting, I shall be in some
difficulty, because I have not given notice of

. the amendment; I was not able to do ao until

the Minister put his motion om the Notice
Paper. I submit that I am quite within my
rights in moving the amendment.

The President: I do mot say you are not.
I want the House to say whether or not it
will adopt the amendment, If agreed to, it
will make one motion with that of the Min-
ister.

Hon. J. Ewing: Does Mr. Lovekin intend
to go on with this motion to-day? That is
the erux of the pogition. Due notice was
given of the Minister’s motion, and so it has
only to be carried by a majority. Could not
Mr. Lovekin give notice to-day and move his
amendment to-morrow, when his motion for
the appointment of the seleet committee will
come or? Asg it is, the Minister’s motion
can be carried by a majority, whereas the
hon. member’s amendment will require to be
carried by an absolute majority of the whole
House. .

Hon. A, Sanderson: BStanding Order 125
prevides that every amendmoent must he rele-
vant to the question te whieh it is proposed
to be made. T ask, do you Sir, rule that this
amendment is relevant to the motion?

Hon. A. Tovekin: I submit that the amend-
ment is relevant under Standing Order 123,
Both the motion and the amendment are for
the suspension of the Standing Orders.

The President: I have decided that the
amendment is in order. All that the House
has to determine is whether it will agree to
the amendment being taken with the motion.

Debate resumed.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: T am indifferent
whether it is for the appointment of this
select committe or for the business of the
whole House that the Standing Orderz are to
be suspended. It would be a good thing to
suspend the Standing Orders for the rest of
the session; then we could do anything we
liked, and the Leader of the House and Sir
James Mitchell and Mr. Seaddan could run
this country as a triumvirate. The sooner
they ran it on the rocks, the better. We
could not wish for a fitter illustration than
the contradiction of this restoring of the
authority of Parliament. We are to adjourn
for a fortnight, For what purpose? To
allow the Minister to go to Melbourne. What
fori To get some money, I suppose. I am
opposed to suspending our Standing Orders
under present conditions. T should explain
the danger of this proecedure to those mem-
bers whe have newly come amongst us, and
whom I am pleased to welcome here. This
is the beginning of the session, aud this is
the first Supply Bill. At the end of the
session we shall be asked to again suspend
the Standing Orders and, at three, four, five
or six o’clock in the morning, the Govern-
ment will run through the whole of their
financial policy. That is no exaggeration, as
the records will show. It has been the pro-
cedure ever since the present Leader of the
House came into office. Onur intention iz o
restore full Parliamentary authority. What
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will happen if we do not suspend the Stand-
ing Orders? Where will the money come
from for the two wonths’ supply!

The PRESIDENT: Hon, memhers might
address themselves te the amendment, If
the amendment is agreed to the two questions
may then be discussed as one. If the amend-
ment be rejected the question of suspending
the Standing Orders in connection with the
Surply Bill only will be before the House,

Hon, A. SANDERSON: I evidently mis-
understood the position, I now understand
that what we are permitted to diseuss is Mr.
Lovekin's amendment as to whether this
select committee should also be embraged in
the wotion,

Hon. A. Lovekin: I really gave notice of
it westerday.

Hon! A. SANDERSON: It would be more
simple if we suspended the Standing Orders
altogether and did what we liked. I have
hitherto regarded the Standing Orders with a
certain amount of respect. We now appear
to be discussing the eleetrie lighting of Perth.
Let us assume that this is an urgent matter
and one of importance. What the hon. mem-
ter wishes iz to tack this on to the motion
moved hy the Leader of the Honse. We have
lad a note of warning from probably one of
the maost highly qualified members on the floor
of the House on the question of constitutional
procedure, namely Mr. EKirwan., 1f we put
tkis throngh I do not see how anyone else
will be prevented from tacking on to a
motion of this sort any other subject he
liked. The Standing Orders, the wisdom of
the ages, are provided for the regulation of
our ordinary business. '

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tf there is urgency, why
not?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Tf there was a
erisis there might be urgeney. Possibly there
is another erisis. ’

Hon. A. Lovekin: We do not want a crisis,
but useful work.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Exactly. Appar-
ently we are to begin by abolishing alto-
grether the Standing Orders which have been
given to us.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not at all.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: These Standing
Orders, the eoncentrated wisdom of the ages,
are given to us to gnide us in our public busi-
ness.  Very properly we are permitted to sus-
pend the Standing Orders to deal with mat-
ters of urgeney. We are now asked to regard
electric lighting as a matter of urgency.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not the Bill; it is the
time that is a matter of urgency.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If Mr. Kirwan
has not been able to convinee the House of
the unwisdom of this procedure, no remarks
of mine will have any effeet. I am therefore
content to associate myself to the fullest ex-
tent with the note of warning uttered hy Mr.
Kirwan that the method of procedure is radi-
cally unsound.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [5.5]: I support the amendment moved
by Mr, Lovekin. T cannot forget what oc-

curred during last session when a very im-
portant Bill was before us, and a sclect com-
mittee appointed to deal with it. That com-
mittee was appeinted too late for it to make
any progress in the matter of reforming or
amending the Bill. It will be conceded that
the subject matter of the anendment is of
such vital importance that, if it has to be
dealt with, the sooner we get to work on it
the hetter. No doubt it means a tremendous
amount of time and labour for -those con-
nected with the seleet committee, but the
question is of auch importance as to demand
the very hest of those who will be associated
with it. Tt is therefore essential that the
members in question should be able to get
to work while the Leader of the House is in
Melbourne transacting important business on
behalf of the State. I am sure he would be
relieved to know that in his absence this
Chamber will not be altogether idle, but will
be engnged in work of a useful nature,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P, Colebatch—East—on amend-
ment) [5.8]: I have no objection to the
amendment, As Mr, Lovekin has made re-
ference to my intention to go to Melbourne,
it may be as well for me to explain the posi-
tion. Bhortly after the Premier left for
London a question arose between the Com-
monwealth and all the States with regard to
advances made by the Commonwealth to the
States for the purpose of soldier settlement.
Extensive correspondence has been carried on
between the different State Treasurers, and
the matter i8 now being brought to a head.
The Treasurer of the senior State has con-
vened a conference which will meet next
week in Melbourne. I should have preferred
that the Premier had attended this confer-
ence, and no doubt the Treasurers of the
other States would have preferred it; but
after his long absence in Leondon, it is im-
possible for the Premier to be away at pres-
ent. As I have conducted the whole of the
correspondence as Acting Premier in his ab-
sence, he is anxious that T should attend the
conference. Tt is a matter of great impor-
tance, otherwise 1 would not think of asking
the House, as I propose to do, to adjourn
for a fortnight in order that I may atiend.

The PRESIDENT: Before putting the
amendment I wish to make it clear that in
voting on it members are including the sub-
jeet matter of it for consideration under the
metion to suspend the Standing Orders

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A, SANDERSOXN (Metropolitan-
Suburban) {5.13}: T congratulate Mr. Love-
kin on getting his electrie lighting business
into the list.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
with the principle.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The more serious
matter i3 in connection with fhe finances.
We are asked to suspend the Standing Or-
ders te put the Suppty Bill through
in ome sitting. I am satisfied that the state-
nment of the Leader of the House that this is

It is desired to deal
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the ordinary constitutional procedure in other
Parliaments of the British Empire is en-
tirely inaccurate.

The Minister for Edueation: It is repeat-
edly done in the House of Commons on the
first Supply Biil.

Hou. A. SANDERSON: This is not the
House of Commous. If the Minister refers
to what has happened during the Inst five or
six years in the House of Commons I am sure
he must know to what extent the procedure
and conditions have changed there. I see no
necessity for putting this Bill through with
the Standing Orders sespended. I am not
positive as to the technical ground of the
procedure, and am speaking subject to cor-
reetion, If it is neecssary to get the author-
ity of this Chamber until the end of August,
was it necessary to get it on the 1st July?
How {id the Government get the money from
the 1st July? Were we asked for our con-
sent? Was the question discunssed, and were
the Standing Orders suspended in order to
do so? They were not. Why should we be
compelled to be associated with this unbusi-
nesslike way of conducting our public atfairs?
It cannot be aecording to the British Consti-
tution to rush business through, particularly
in regard to finance. T say the Minister for
Education is inaceurate in his statement.
Suppose e were not going to Melbourne,
would it be necessary to put this Bill through
in onec sitting?

The Minister for Education:
the usual practice.

Hon. A, SANDERSON:
becansc in the ordinary
iness Parliamentary authority would be
given, and we would have a full op-
portunity for diseussing the measure at
the proper time and in the proper way.
Members who have been here for over 12
months and probably also the newecomers,
having followed our procedure, know that if
we pass the motion befors the Chamber and
augpend the Standing Orders to deal with
this Bill, at the end of the session the whole
of the Government’s financial proposals will
come before ws and will be put through in
a hurried manner. I ain net prepared to
associate myself in any way with this finan-
eial procedure, These financial methods are
radieally unsound and have proved most
disagtrous. Tf hon. members are going to
suspend the Standing Orders and pass the
Bill, T would again refer them to the state-
ment made by the Leader of the House on
the 19th September, 1816, which I have
already quoted. I do wunot consider the
House is responsible, and I certainly am
not, for running the country, but we all
have our respective responsibilities in this
matter. FEach individual member has his
place and his responsibilities, Do not let
us exaggerate the position but do not let us
shirk our respoasibilities. As the Leader of
the House has been permitted to make an
explanation regarding his visit to Mel-
bourne, I take it I am permitted to make
my comments on his statements. They will
be brief. It seems to me to be utterly un-

It would be

Perfectly true,
course of bus-

necessary for him to go to Melbourne. The
business can be done through his colleagues
or the Premiers or through our Federal
representatives, If they are not able teo
secure what he is aiming at, his preseace
in Melbourne will not do much good. I am
convineed of that. The debtor has a sound
defence when he says that he will not pay.

Hen. J. Ewing: Is the Minister going to
pay debts?

Hon. A. SANDERSBON: We know his visit
is in connection with this financiul question.
We will probably have lim coming back, to
be met with brass bands and with two
Archbishops to welcome m., We are told
by a high prelate that we are to do nothing
but sit here and help. T am not prepared
i0 follow the episcapal authorily in thag
direction,

Hon. J. Ewing: Criticism is helpfal

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I have no hesitu-
tion in saying that if there were reasonable
indication of support, I would divide the
House to show that we will noi l«.lerate this
method of doing publiec bnsiness.

The MINISTER IF'OUR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colchatch—East—in reply) [5.18]: L
can only say that it has been the practiee
not only since I have been a Minister of the
Crown, but ever since there has heen a Par-
liament in Western Australia, for the first
Supply Bill to be passed with the suspension
of the Standing Orders, in a single day.
I bave looked up the procedure adopted tor
the three years preceding the war and in
each case the Standing Orders were sus-
pended ard the Supply Bill passed, the
whele proceedings not occupying mere than
a page of ‘“Hansard.”' Thiz gquestion has
always bren treated az a formal matter.
There are many other opportunities, such
as on the Address-in-reply, for disenssing
the finances. It is neccssary for the- Gov-
ernment to obtain a preliminary advance
and that is all the Supply Bill aims at.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh—East) [5.19]: 1 do not
jntend to dctain the Honse at any length.
I do not know that there is anything T can
%dd to the statements which have alrendy
been published, If there is any further in-
formation hen. members desire to obtuin, T
can readily supply it, if they ask for it.
The Supply Bill brought forwurd at the
present stage of the session is the 1sval vhe
for two months and in this case it 13 for
July, which has already expired, and for
Aungust. The Premier is at present engaged
in the preparation of tne Estimates. A
preliminary draft of the Estimates was
drawn up in his absence and forwarded to
him at Colombo. He hag been working on
them ever since and as soon as possible the
Estimates will he presented in another
place. How long the Estimates will be be-
fore hon. members in that Chamber and
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when they will reach us, I cannot say, but
I hope it will be at a much earlier stage
than usual. This present authority is
mercly for two months supply to cover the
period to the end of August. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.22]: T
feel that the Supply Bill shonld not pass
through the Chamber, in view of the present
state of the finances, without some discus-
sion, Tf the Bill were passed without any
comment, it would imply acquiesecence on our
part, in the policy of the Government. If
I know anything regarding the genuine feel-
ings of members of this Chamber, I think
they fecl, as T do, that the Government should
do more than in the past to improve the
financial position of the State. This House
has a speeial responsibility in money matters
inasmuch as it represents the taxpayers or
those who have to bear the main burden of
taxation. For that reason, it is particularly
degirable that members should express their
views on questions affecting finance, eriticise
the Government’s propesal and offer such
snggestions as may be advisable. A refer-
ence was made by the Leader of the House
to the discossion which will take place on
the Estimates at a later stage of the scssion.
Members who have been in this Chamber for
some time know that the discussion on the
Estimates is usually not 2 geod opportunity
to deal with finanecial questions. The Esti-
mates are generally brought in at a very late
stage of the session and sometimes in the
carly hours of the morning, when the House
is not in a condition to express itself regard-
ing financin]l matters as members would de-
sire. T suggest, particularly to new members,
that if they are desirous of ventilating their
views on the financial question, the best op-
portunity is when a Supply Bill is before
the House. T do not suggest they should do
that in order to delay the passage of the
Rill, because delay will not do any good. TIf
T thought that by delaying the passage of
the Bill, we could improve the methods of the
Government regarding finance, there is noth-

ing that T would not do to achieve that end. -

I think members of this Chamber shonld have
something to say, in view of the present ex-
traordinary position of the State’s finanees.
It may be an unpleasant and thankless tasle
to repeat what is well known to hon. membera
of the Chamber and to the country generally,
but T feel that the financial poesition of the
Btate is not sofficiently impressed upoen the
minds of the Govermment, nor is the gravity
of the situation appreciated by them. Tt
would not be too much to suggest that we
should have constantly before us, both in
this Chamber and in another place, the fact
that the accumulated deficit amounts to
£5,700,000. Tf that information were posted
in the most prominent position in both
Houses of Parliament and in Ministers’
offices, and if the fact were before every
party meeting held throughout the country,
we could not give too much prominence to the
financial problem, because on that depends

the whole of the future prosperity of the
State.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. .J. W. EIRWAX: Someone has said
that finance is government, and if our finan-
¢ial position be not sound, then the whole
fabric of the State is unsound and we will,
sooner or later, be placed in a very parlous
position, if the present state of affairs con-
tinues, Sooner or later, if the preseat drift
is maintained, we will have to appeal to the
Federal Government under the clause of the
Constitution which permits the Common-
wealth Government to assist States in ncees-
gitons circnmstances. 1 am not one of those
who talk about bankruptey and insolvency.
They are unpleasant words and, no matter
what the Govermment may do, there is ne
possibility of the State becoming bankrupt
or insolvent because we are perfeetly satisfied
that the Commonwealth would not allow that
position to be ereated, in view of the special
provision in the Federal Constitution to meet
a condition of affairs akin to that towards
which the present Govermment seem to he
leading the State. On the 27th July, 1916,
the Scaddan Government went out of office.
We all remember the comments that were
made regarding the finaneial policy of that
administration, and the leader in the condem-
nation of the financial policy of the Scaddan
Government is to-day the Leader of this
House, The new Government, of which he
was one of the most prominent members,
vame in to establish two things, There were
two special definite planks in their platform.
One was for the establishment of sound fin-
ance and the other was for the restoration
of the authority of Parliament. Mr. San-
derson, a little while ago, quoted a speech in
which that remark was made over
and over again by those who are mem-
bers of the present Government. It is
not my intention to refer to the question
of restoring the authority of Parliament fur-
ther than this: We need only mention what
was done concerning the T.ake Clifton rail-
way; we know how the authority of Parlia-
ment was defied by the construction of the
Como tramway despite the distinet instrue-
tions of Parliament that it should not be
constructed and that there should be no ex-
tension of the metropolitan tramways without
the aunthority of Parliament. These are two
of the most glaring examples of the authority
of Parliament having been defied. This does
not affeet the Council, hut if another Cham-
ber puts np with that sort of thing—a matter
which rises far above the disputes of party
politiecs—the party Chamber will sink eonsid-
erably in the estimation of all who have any
regard for the responsibility that ought to
attach to Parliamentary pgovernment. We
have seen how the Government have defied the
authority of Parliament despite the fact that
they ecame into office to restore the authority
of Parliament, and I think it is even better
known how they have acted in the matter of
esiablishing the finances on a sound basis,
straightening them out and living within the
State’s income. ‘‘Live within our income’’
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was the famous cry in those days. What ac-
fually happened ean be put into a very few
words. The Sceaddan Government, whom these
people so much condemned because of their
finuncial poliey, in a period of four years and
nine months piled up a deficit of £1,360,000.
Binee the Scaddan Government went out in
1416—that is six years ago—and the Govern-
nient came in standing for sound finance, the
straightening of the finances and to insist on
the State Nving within its income, a deficit
of four and a half millions has been piled up.
That is the record of the Gevernment who
came in to establish scund finance,

Iign. E, H, Harris: Can you find any re-
cord to heat that?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAX: I think there is no
record in the histery of the world to beat
that, when the population of the State is
taken into aceount. The action of the Gov-
ernment is all the more unpardonable when
we examine the cirecumstances attending their
term of office. The war was in progress.
Sometimes it is said, ‘“Beeause of the war,
this has happened.’’ I say it is shameful
that this shonld have happened while the war
was in progress. This State had not to bear
the burden of war expenditure. The burden
ot war expenditure was horne by the Com-
monwealth. It was the duty of the State dur-
ing that time of stress and trouble to do
everything possible to straighten out its finan-
ces and conserve its rcsources. Instead of
that the Government went on spending ex-
travagantly. Had there been ary falling-off
of revenueé as a result of the war, there would
have been some excuse for the Government,
but year after year during the war period the
revenue went on inereasing, and year after
year—though Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Holmes, and
other members pleaded with the Government
and put before them the pogition L am put-
ting now-—all we got were promises which
have heen proved to be utterly unavailing.
Year after year has passed, and the same
retrogression has continued.  Further pro-
mises will no doubt be made now. We shall
be told that, if something had not happened
last year, or if something eise had bappened,
the finances wonld he in a better position.
Meanwhile things are going from bad to
worse. Consider for one moment the tremend.
ous growth of our revenue. T need quote only
the figures for the finaneizl year 1916-17,
when the Goverpment came into office, and
the figures for last year. During these years
there was a continuous growth of revenue,
The revenue received during the first twelve
months by the Goverpment which suececded
the Scaddan Government—of that Govern-
ment the present Government are the heirs,
and the Leader of this House has been a
member all along—was £4,570,000. During
last year the revenne was £6,919,000. During
these six years the revenue improved by
£2.400,000, During last year we received
£2,400,000 more than was received during the
year sobsequent to the Secaddan Government
going out of office. But what do we find on
the expenditure side? The expenditure has
increased at the same or even a greater rate,

Tt has risen from £3,276,000 to £7,639,000,
These figures show that it is not due to any
folling-off of revenue or to any canses pro-
duced by the war, that the Government find
themselves in their present position, It is
simply and solely (due to their spending far
mere money than they ought in order to make
themselves  popular in various  directions.
Tley have retained office by making promises
which have never been fulfilled and by secur-
ing the support and sympathy of other par-
ties who, it seems to me, do not realise how
the dust has been thrown into their eyes.
Heon. J. Duftell: The Government are pay-
ing the, incrensed intercst on the ten willions
ot money borrewed between 1911 and 1816.
Hon, J, W, KIRWAN: As regards the
amount of money borrowed since thenm, I can
give the exact figures. The hon. member is
very wide of the mark when he talks in that
way. It is sometimes asked, “Of what use
are these speeches'’—speeches such as I am
making at present, and the speeches made by
Mr. Sanderson and Mr. Holmes over and over
again. Tt i3 rather painful for us to have to
repeat all these things with tiresome reitera-
tion and find nothing done. The only satis-
faction which can rest with nuy is that we have
tried and are trying to do our duty. So long
as the present state of affairs continues, T
shall not refrain from speaking in this way.
It is oceasionally said that our criticism is
purely destruetive. I deny that. Over and
over ngain wise and useful suggestions have
been made to improve the finaneial position.
1 bhave always contended that the financial
position of to-day is not beyond redemption.
I think it is beyond the capacity of the pre-
sent Government to reetify it, but beeanse it
is beyond their eapacity, it does not neces-
sarily follow that the position is beyond re-
demption. If men came into power who had
the courage to be unpopular, who recognised
that it was necessary to tax heavily and to
act drastically, it would be quite possible
to restore the finances of the State. I am
one of those who for years have voted against
inereased taxation, and I shall coatinue to
vote against any increase of taxation to the
present Government. Year after year the
Government have been piling on taxation,
though not with my comsent. The stand I
have taken with regard to increased taxation
is this: Tf a Government come into power
who will dare to be unpopular, who will tax
the people heavily and will dare to enforee
drastic economy, reorganise the departments
and see thai eztravagance is abolished, they
will have my suppor{. I want to sce ex-
travagance abolished from the Premier’s De-
partment itself, which is the talk of Perth,
and T want to see the reorganisation of a
department so hopelessly inefficient and belp-
lessly extravagant as the Public Works De-
partment. There is great scope for economy.
Y shall always oppose any increase of taxation
until T am satisfied that the Government are
genuinely desirous of improving the finances.
T do not desire that all the tazafion resources
of the country should be exhausted. Sooner
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or later there must come a government of
strong men who will dare to be unpopular and
who will take control of the affairs of this
country, and when that time comes I desire
that there shall ba some sources of taxation
left open to them to assist them and help the
State out of the fearful mess into which the
present Government have got it.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: If you got strong
Ministers of that sort in power, they would
not get the support of Parliament.

Hon. J, W. KIRWAN: I guestion that.
If Ministers of that elass ¢came in I think they
wounld receive the support of Parliament.
There might be a good deal of difficulty, but
T think the broad common sense of Parliament
and of the State generally would prevail. Tt
would be better to have a Government of this
kind if they lasted for only a fortnight or a
month, rather than go on in the helpless con-
dition that prevails to-day. I made some
reference to speeches delivered on the finan-
cial situation in this State. It is said there
have heen ne suggestions for improvement,
and that all the criticism has been destroctive
eriticism. I deny that. To give one instance,
I would quote Mr. Lovekin, Towards the end
of last session he made a speech full of sug-
gostiona for the improvement of the finances,
and every suggestion was worthy of consider-
ation. With some of them I might not have
aliogether agreed, but some were certainly
worthy of adoption. What bappened? The
Leader of the House, in his reply, dismissed
the whole of the hon. member’s arguments hy
referring to one comment Mr. Lovekin made
ahout the age at which children shounld be
admitted to public schools. He condemned the
attitude of the hon. member on that one point
alone, and that was the sole burden of the
Minister’s reply to all the suggestions ad-
vanced by Mr. Lovekin. I have over and
over again urged that if the Government
themselves e¢annot deal with this matter of
the finances, they should get the advice of the
best finaneial anthorities in the State, but not
neeessarily follow it. The Imperial Govern-
ment have done this, and surely what they
have done to get expert advice ought not to
be beneath the dignity of this State. Of all
the sugpgestions made from time te time, no
notice whatever has been taken. The drift
continues, and the only certainty we have is
that the finances of the State are rapidly
going {rom bad to worse. It is fortunate that
we bave the Commonwealth, on whom we shall
presently be able to fall back for assistance.
Despite the comments made regarding the
supposed hostile attitude of the Common-
wealth Government to Western Australia, I
feel sure they will see that the worst does not
happen to this State. It will be rather a
deplorable condition if we have to make an
appeal to the Commonwealth for finaneial
assistance, and it will be something that cer-
tainly will not be in keeping with the dignity
of a sovereign State. That, however, is a
state of things which will inevitabiy happen.
T know that when the Minister replies he will
say that the immigration poliey of the Gov-

ernment will change everything, that that
policy is going to improve gur financial posi-
tion. Every year he tells us of something new
which is geing to improve the existing state
of things, But the one thing that is abso-
lutely certain to me is that the financial
position is such that we eannot meet our
troubles by bringing to the State 75,000 immi-
grants. Of course there will be all the ac-
tivities following the expenditure of the six
millions loan, and everything in the garden
will ke lovely. Anyone would imagine that
the policy that is being brought ferward by
the Government in the matter of immigration
iz something new, and we are led to believe
that ne previous effort has been made in the
past in the direction of peopling this country.
The Government would have us believe that
the immigration policy is entirely a new and
novel thing. T have a few figures which will
show that we have done a good deal in the
past in the way of immigration, and these
figures will prove that a considerable sum of
moengy has been spent in conneetion with
agricultural immigration. I have before me
some particulars of loan expenditure in this
direction in previous years. I will take the
pre-war yecars and show hon. members what
was spent under the heading of immigration.
In 1913-14 the Joan expenditure amounted to
nearly three million pounds; in 1912-13 it
amounted to 314 million pounds; and in
1911.12 the total was £2,309,000. Let us see
how that money has been spent and compare
it with the propesal of the present Govern-
ment, I find that the preater part of
the pre-war loan money was spent on
railways, nearly all agricultural railways.

Hon. II. Stewart: The Bullfinch line was
constructed about that time.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: The majority of
the railways were in agricultural ceatres.
The Bullfineh was only & small line, but I
de not think it was constructed in any of
the years that I mentioned. However, the
expenditure on that line was not material.
It was small in comparison with the money
spent on other lines. In 1913-14 the ex-
penditure on railways alone was over a
million; in the year before that it was a
million and a half, and in 1912 it was
£1,320,000, On immigration before the war
—I take it that means bringing people from
the Old Country and assisting them by way
of paying their passages out—the amount
spent was considerable, In 1913-14 the total
was £56,000, in 1912-13 it was £63,000, and
in 1911-12 it was £96,000. The Government
propose now to give us something more
definite than we had in the earlier years,
inasmuch as they mnow directly specify the
nunber of immigrants to be brought to the
State each year for a period of three years.
We shall then have a total of 75,000, T am
thoroughly in favour of an immigration
policy, and I believe that the mere fact that
this Government are talking immigration,
and are in favonr of immigration, is almost
the sole redeeming feature of an otherwise
worthless Ministerial combination, The
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proposal of the Govermment, however, will
be more of Australian than of Western Aus.
tralian advantage. Whar has happened in
the past is going to happen in the future.
We may like it or not, but the fact remains
that an immense numher of the settlers who
will be brought out will not remain in West-
ern Australia, they will go elsewhere,

Hon. J. Ewing. You rvally do mot think
that.

Hon. .J. W. KIRWAN: I am absolutely
eonvinced of that; I am as certain of it as
that to-morrow’s sun will rise, that a large
number of those people who are to be
brought here will find their way to the
Eastern States. Some hun. members deny
that such will e the case, but I do not
think we need go any further for support
of my remarks than the Governor’s Speech.
There it ia stated that during the period of
12 years the excess of arrivals over
departures was something like 9,000, I
knew that on the Eastern Goldfields during
the last year or two a number of people
were desirons of settling on the land in
Western Australia. They had forgotten
their associations in the Ol Country. T
could give a list of names of people whoe
tried to get land in Western Australin and
who, in despair, finaily went to the Eastern
States. That kind of thing has happened
on the goldfields over and over again. Some
of those were people who did mnot even re-
quire help from the Agricultural Bank or
the Industries Assistance Board. Oaly the
other day I was speaking to a man who had
sceured an immigraot to work on a farm.
That immigrant was a good worker but he
remgined on the farm only long enocugh to
save money to enable him to go to the Kastern
States. The glamour of the Eastern Stuates
is bound to attract many of the new
arrivals, Many came bere from the Eastern
States, many who are of a restless disposi-
tion and who drift about Australia before
ultimately settling down. Even supposing
the most perfect arrangements be made, [
think we will lose a large number of the
people it is proposed to bring ovut. The
whole question of immigration is one of
good administration and good organisation.
‘What hope is there of good administration
or good organisation when we know what
we do koow of the present Government?
There has been hopeless maladministra-

tion, but though the organisation and
administration he good, I am ecertain
we will gtill lose 2 large percentage

of those who may be hrought to West-
ern Australia. The mere faet of their
coming here shows that they are restless
spirits, and bhaving broken from their home
associations, they will drift away. Under
the best administration we may lose a large
number and T consider we shall lose three-
fourths of them. T assume that there will
be no improvement in the future and we
can hope for nothing so long as the present
Government, with all the muddle and mess
for which they have been responsible, re-
main in office.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (MMetropelitan-
Suburban) [5.55]: Having listened to the
hon. member, it seems to me that we have
got back to the Address-in-reply. 1Ia the
question which has been discussed closely
connected with the giving of Supply to the
Government? I am not going to take up
much time on that partieular point, because
T aay that the Government have their
responsibility and we have ours, and having
clearly defined the limits of our powers, I
do not think we are entitled to over-step
them. One must also remember the opinions
of others which have been expressed in this
Chamber. We are not here to express our
individual opinions. It is not the essential
part of our husiness to give disjointed per-
sonal opinions on the position of affairs. T
take it we are sent here to represent our
constitnents, and we must <o our duty to
the last and with the convietion that we
are going to carry everything before us. [
am satisfied that the time will come when
the present Government will be swept into
the oblivien they deserve, Do not make
any mistake about that. Do not think that
because we have picture palace demonstra-
tions got up by picture palace managers and
land agents to welcome baek the head of
the Government, with a brass band pre-
ceding him in the streets, that that kind of
thing is going to impress us. If T want to
be impressed by picture palace influence I
will go and see a Charlie Chaplin picture.
But I intend to protest, and intend to steer
a strong and straight course in the dircetion
1 am goiog, and that is to educate and assist
the public, who dominate the position. Those
are the people T am here speaking for. Those
are the only people I recognise as my mas-
tere. Now as regards the finaneial position
of this country, let ns get back to a little
information which I obtained to-day. We
have plenty of time, a full fortnight, to con-
siter our position; and T would ask hon
n:emhers, T would beg hon. members, not as
» personzi favour, hut as a favour te the
people I am speaking for, that they will take
into consideration this very small return
which has been given. Our public debt, ae-
cording to the statements we had this after-
noon, and T want to be up to date, is E5
millions of money.

Hon. J. Bwing: That i3 gross,

Hor. A. SANDERSON: TLet me put the
thing in my own way. I speak now of the
answers to the questions I put this after-
noon.

Hon. H, Stewart: To which portion of
question 1 are youw referring? I was not
fast enough to get it all down.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We onght to have
had time to consider the figures. Howerver,
the Standing Orders have been suspended.
If the figures which have been given me arc
incorreet—of course I do not sugpest inten-
tiomally, but by mistake—our public debi is
55 miltions, That is so according to the
figures given this afternoon, though they
were prepared in a hurry; as the Premier
says, ‘' There is no time to logse.’” Of those
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55 millions, 42 are in inscribed stock, and 13
in other securities.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The 55 millions would
include Treasury Bills, would it not?

Hon, A, BANDERSON: I try to be as
accurate as I ecan.

The Minister for Education: That figure is
£ross.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am surprised
at the impudence of the financial authorities
of this State, absolutely astonished. I
do mot know where they put the deficit;

but they drag out a surplus, and say
things are all right. As to the 42 millions
in inseribed stock, 33 imillions are in

London and about eight millions in Austra-
lia. Now we come to the sinking fund,
which 1 believe is roughly eight wmillions.
The deficit is abont six inillions, let us say
for the sake of simplicity. I admit, then,
that legitimately one could deduct a couple
of millions from the figure of the public debt.
But do not let us deduet the eight millions
of sinking fund.

The Minister for BEducation: But the de-
ficit is included in that indebtedness.

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: Is the hon. geatle-
man positive on that point?

The Minister for Education: Yes.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I think it must be so,
on those figures,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: We ought to dis-
cuss the matter and be quite certain, but we
kave not the necessary time. However, when
we hear references to the sinking fund, let
us remember that of the total debt only 35
millions is chargeable with sinking fund.
The importance of that eould be elaborated,
and should be elaborated; but T will leave
hon. members to work it out during the fort-
night and see what an intimate connection
the fact of only 35 millions of the inseribed
stock being chargeable with sinking fund has
with the statement go frequently made to us
that in a large measure the difficult position
in which we find ourselves is due to the fact
that we are contributing so much to the sink-
ing fund for the whole of our public debt. We
are not doing anything of the sort. But let
us not forget that we shall very soon be con-
tributing sinking fund to a large proportion
of our debt, because to the 35 millions now
chargeahle there will be added a considerable
amount chargeable with sinking fund when
it hecomes inseribed stock. I do not wish
to detain hon. members or delay public bus-
iness unduly; so I will leave it at that. One
will have an opportunity on the Address-in-
reply to deal with the immigration policy.

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [6.8]:
T wish to associate myself with some, though
not with all, of Mr. Kirwan’s remarks. As
to the Governments that have been in office
latterly, I bave repcatedly stated here that
the financial position of the State c¢an onmly
be remedied if we have a Ministry of men
of the right type to tackle the position,
Sueh a Ministry would win the reapeet and
support of the people of the country, if they
did not win the support of the Parliament

in existence at the time Ministers showed
their colours. What disappoints me in the
conduet of the present Government is that
Year after year they put up plausible ex-
cuses a6 t0 why they canneot udopt some of
the means suggested in order to meet the
position, a position which is no more diffi-
cult than hae faced and is facing other
countries. There is, for example, the Gov-
ernment of New Zealand, who bhave taken
diastic steps and are considerably improving
their pogition. OQur present Jinisters are
perfectly candid. They put forward only
one remedy, which is to get more peopls into
the countiry. That, Micisters say, will be a
solution of all our trombles, Everyone in
Western Australia wants to see increased
population here, and therefore everyone
favours an immigration policy; but that is
no reason whatever for not endeavouring
to modify the present ronduct of the busi-
ness of this country. Ministers bave simply
abandoned the question. They say the
pesition cannot be remedied by any other
means than that of getting inereased popu-
lation to share the burden of taxation and
reduce the indebtedness per head. It de-
pends on the success of the means adopted
for settling those people, and on whether
they remain bere, insteud of leaving the
State, as has been done by immigrants in
the past. The Premier has told us that by
reason of the amount per head we shall
receive from the Commonwezlth Government
in respect of these people, namely the 25s.
per capita, we shall have no expense in con-
nection with the finances required during
the period we shall be responsible for two
per cent, XNow, taking the figure given by
Mr. Lovekin yesterday as necessary to
settle a family in the South-West, namely
£750, and charging interest at six per cent.
on that amount for the period of five years,
we see that it would be a matter of about
£47 per family per annum that this country
would bave to pay in interest. But at the
258, per head of the population we need 39
people to recoup us that £47. T can see that
in this matter Mr. Lovekin is somewhat
hefogged. The Premiera contention was
that these people would cost us nothing, as
we would be getting the 25s. per head from
the Commonwealth, But, T repeat, at the
rate of 20s. per head we want 39 people.

Hop. J. Duffell: But the period is five
years,

Hon. H. STEWART: I think the hon,
member appreciates the figures, Here is
the position. If we are going to bring out
only families averaging 12 in number, all
T ean say is that we shall be bringing out
very fine families which should grow into
very fine settlers. But I think we can
hardly expect 80 high an average as that.
To my mind it appears that there has been
congiderable looseness displayed in making
the statement that under this scheme there
will be practically no cost to the State of
Western Australia, because of the increase
in the population and the amount we get by
way of per capita payment. The number
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of people per farm will not be sufficient to
create that position, eontrary to what has
been stated in the Press

Sitting sugpended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m. .

Hon, H. STEWART: Before tea I was
remarking that more definite steps than
have yet been taken are required to bring
about an improvement in the finances. In
earlier years the Government expressed
their intention of practising economy and
reducing the deficit. Now in a general way
they have abandoned that and pinned their
faith to remedying the position by an immi-
gration policy., I have previously expressed
my pleasure at the vigour with which the
immigration policy is likely to be ecarried
out, and I fully appreciate the way in which
the Premier concentrates on the develop-
ment of the eountry. But I think something
further is necessary in the reorganisation
of the finances. The Premier has remarked
that the Government would have to provide
little if any meoney during the first five
vears because the per capita pavment from
the State wouwld meet the two per cent,
quota of the interest bill. If that be the
position, and if six thousand people are
settled during that period, in order that the
per capita payment might meet the interest
bill every oune of the settlers will require
to have associated with him 12 other people.
Stated another way, if 2,000 settlers are
placed on the land each year, and if we have
arriving annually 25,000 people, and if £750
per head is to be advanced to the actmal
settlers, there will require to bhe 12 people
with each settler in order to meet the in-
terest on the amount of ecapital involved.
The indication is that we are relying on
each of those settlers to support 12 other
persons; In the earlier stages of their settle-
meunt it cannot be done. There appears io
be no justification for believing that within
five years immigration will substantially im-
prove the finaneial position of the State.
Mr. Kirwan was wholesale in his denuncia-
tion of the administration of the series of
Governments which have been carrying on
since 1916.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Not without justifiea-
tion.

Hon. H. STEWART: The hon. member is
quite entitled to his opinion. Whereas T
agree with Mr. Kirwan’s remarks as to the
necessity for a Government of solid men, who
by a poliey of economy will improve the finan-
eial position, yet I do not associate myself
with his wholesale ungualified condemnation
of all the members of the Government. For
instanee, the Minister for Agriculture has
won my admiration for his administration of
the Lands Department during the Premier's
absence. The hon. member will hardly in-
elude that Minister in his denunciation.

Hon. T. Moore: I have not seen anything
remarkable from him.

Hon. H. STEWART: Some would not.
However, T do not think this is the time for
elaborating on that; I can attend to it at

some other time. As 1461 wne otber Ministers,
if we compare the efforts of the present Gov-
ernment with those of other Governments, we
can only conclude that in some instances Min-
isters are neither better nor worse than others.
Some of them do not even atiempt to balance
their ledgers, but adopt a policy of '*spend
while we have it.”” To a large extent that is
the attitude of the Minister for Education.
Of the very large increase in his expenditure
T feel that a good deal might have been saved
without impairing either the efficiency of his
department or that of the coming generation,
Frequently, when one criticises, one is asked,
why not suggest something better? In many
instanees members have put forward sugges-
tions, but the reply invariably given by the
Government is that they will eounsider the
matter when the time is opportune. Helpful
suggestions, when put forward by hon. mem-
bers, are not welecomed by the Government.
That attitude is clearly shown-by the siight
notice that is generally taken of the reports
of Royal Commissioners, although these are
appointed by the Government. The methods
followed by ihe Government arc indirectly
neting adversely towards any improvement in
tho condition and the prosperity of the ecoun-
try. In some directions their actions are not
such as to encourage private enterprise in de-
veloping along lines which will make for in-
ereased work and the production of increased
wealth, We all feel that the discovery of oil
W Western Australia would be a great thing
for the State—possibly as pgreat a thing as
the discovery of a new goldfield. Not long
after the amending Mining Act was passed
the whole of the State was leased in immenge
areas. The Act was not drawn up on lines
that had met with the approval of the head
of the Mines Department, who pointed out,
in correspondence whieh took plaee prior to
the Bill eoming before Parliament, that it
was not desirable in the interests of vigorona
and enterprising prospecting tc have oil leases
granted in areas that were too large. The
State bhas now heen parcelled out in a few
areas under certain restrictions, one of which
was to limit the area which the suceessful
discoverer of oil would be entitled to prior
to other leases being granted. We now find
that these rights have becn sub-leased to
other people. In the case of one prospecting
area I understand there are now fonr sub-
sidiary companies. No doubt those sub-
lessees will, in the event of oil being dis-
covered, each cxercise pressure to seenre the
seme rights to a reward area as the original
lessee enjoyed. The position, however, is at
varianee with the desires of Parliament at the
time when the Bill was passed. The policy of
the Government generally is opposed to active
prosecution by private individuals of work
which will inerease the amount of employ-
ment to people in the State. This position
has been brought about by the action of the
Government in granting these large areas. I
admit that the granting of sub-leases is not
opposed to increasing the amount of employ-
ment, but I do say the Government took ac-
tion whieh is contrary to the spirit of Parlia-
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ment, The position thus set up cannot be
maintained unless it is subsequently legalised
by legislation or Ministerial action, In other
directions the actions of the Government are
opposed to improving the finaneial position
and to extending activities within the State.
I refer now to workers’ homes, the exten-
sion of the principle of which I was opposed
to last session. When the Government en-
Inrge their activities, as they have done in
this way, private people will not take the risk
of investing money. They feel their securi-
ties will be undermined by the Government
starting out on the same lines of industry—
in this ease, house building. The Btate saw-
mills have now been extended by the estab-
lishment of depdts where many classes of
building material are disposed of. The Gov-
ernment are still making it a eondition in
practically every public work that the material
for it shall be obtained from either the State
sawmills or the depdts associated with them.
Tn the Great Southern it is often possible
t> obtain a supply of good scantlines from
bush timber on the spot for some public work,
such timber being prepared by the bushmen
nnd being quite effective and satisfactory for
the class of job. Instead of doing that the
Government haul sawn seantlings over a con-
siderable distance to put inte these public
works. ‘This i3 an illustraticn to show that
there is reom for Ministers in their own
spheres to do something more than they have
done in the past five years towards improv-
ing the position of the finances. The general
policy of the Government is not one, as a
whole, which will bring abont what Ministers
desire, when ihey practically pin their faith
on inercased immigration for agrienltural
scttlement by virtue of their having been able
to arrange a cheap loan for five years.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER (Fast) [7.55]: It
seems to have beeome an established prac-
tice in this Chamber for a Bill of this nature
to be brought before ws. Although I am
loth to depart from that practice and wish
to assist the Government, there are certain
plases of our expenditure I feel are open to
review, Some hon. members have dealt ex-
tensively with these matters, but secing that
the House will probably rige for a fortnight
it is just as well that members should have
something to say now. It may have the effcct
of holding the hands of the Government in
some of their wild expenditure, Each year
we are told somecthing will be done to put
our finances right, and each year we hear the
same old tale of a deficit of three-quarters
of a million. One wonders where the end will
be. Tmmigration is a splendid thing and T
stand behind the Government in their immi-
gration schemes. T would warn them, how-
ever, that they have to make full reparation
for the new arrivals, I do not think they
are ready for them yet. Fven now we are
losing good people from the State—

Hon. T. Moore: That is se.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: Because there is
no land ready for them. Daily I come in
contaet with people who cannot secure land.

We have the country and the Government
should have been ready to make it available
long aege. They have started at the wrong
end. The Government do not appear to be
very much concerned about the financial posi-
tion. They go on in just the same way.
There has heen a Royal Commission inquir-
ing into the railways. The report of Mr.
Stead is to me, as a layman, very alarming.
We shall probably hear in the future whether
the Government intend to remedy things
there and stop the big leakages we are told
exist, and see that the service is carried out
on better lines. 1 am of opinion that there
nre other departments which eould be shown
in the same light as the Railway Depart-
ment, if we had a competent Commis-
sioner to inquire into all the corners ay Mr.
Stead has dome in the railways. There
has been incrensed expenditure all the time.
Tmmigration will ne doubt help us in years
to come, but it will take time for us to re-
ceive any bencefit from that scheme. In the
meanwhile we shall go on drifting to the bad.
The Commissioner for the North-West has
taken up his residence in the north and mnow
has a staff around him. The Minister says
this will assist the North-West, but I have
yet to learn in what direction. We had an
able engineer looxing after the North-West,
and if the Government wanted a man of
higher standing, why did they not appoint

another oflicer of the same kind? Why
start out on a new and costly or-
ganisation? The Government appear to

be following the lines of the Federal Govern-
ment, They want a man for some speeial
purpose. When he is appointed he gathers
a big staff around him and boilds up a huge
department, That is a fault of the Govern-
ment service. The larger the staff an officer
has the larger is his salary. T hope in the
course of his remarks the Leader of the
House will show us in what way the North-
West will benefit by the appointment of this
Commissioner. I have no doubt the Commis-
sioner will recommend expenditure and pos-
gibly this will he beyond the means of the
Government. I am not opposing the de-
velopment of the North-West, but it must
he done on sound and economical lines.
The establishment of a Commissioner in
the North-West, even though he be a man
with qualifications, is not going to assist us.
There are other matters which require con-
sideration. We read in the newspapers ahout
the drift to the city, That is a subject which
is spoken of from public platforms all over
the place. It is a most deplorable thing
in connection with Australia generally, not
Western Australia alone, that sueh a drift
ia taking place. What are we doing in West-
ern Australia to stop it? On the contrary,
we are doing all we can to encourage that
drift and we are encouraging it through our
cducational system. TIs it not a fact that we
are educating our young people up to such a
standard that they cannot find svitable em-
pleyment here? They will not go to work
in the country distriets and they have to go
abroad to other countries. Are we getting
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the best results possible through our educa-
tional system, for the expcuditure incurred?

Hon, T. Moore: Do you want the standard
reduced ?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: I do not want it
reduced, but why educate our young people
in the secondary schools to a standard which
suitg them only for city work?

Hon. .J. Mills: They are doing it all over
the Commonwealth.

Hon. €. F. BAXTER: That is no reason
why we ghould do it here.

Hon. T, Moore: The secondary school edu-
eatign fits youths for country life.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Do hon. members
see secondary school cliildren going into the
conntry? Hon. members know that they can-
not drag them out of the towns.

Hon. T. Moore: I question that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Hon. members know
that such is the ease, just as weil as I do.
Then again, in a State of such magnitude as
Western Australia, we neced to produce our
own requircments, and we are far from that
position to-day. We should provide the best
facilitics for our settlers on the land to in-
dicate to them how they can get the best
advantage from their soils under scientific
methods. We have a small agricultural school
at Narrogin, but the place is totally unsuit-
able for sueh an institution. During my term
as Minister for Agriculture, the Government
agreed to let me have £2,000 to spend on that
institution. After going fully into the matter,
I was convineed that the place was unsuit-
able. 1t was not an institution of the class
we require here to deal scientifieally with our
goils and, consequently, I did not spend the
money which was made available to me, As
a result, the vote lapsed at the end of the
finaneial year. In the meantime, it was
agreed that a committee should be appeinted
to inquire into the advisability of establish-
ing an agricultural college in Western Aus-
tralin. So far as I know that committee’s
report has not been made available yet. From
my knowledge, however, I know that they
recommend the establishment of an agricul-
tural college. Western Australia should have
such an institution and it would coat very
little more than does the place at Narrogin,
which is totally unswvitable. While I did not
spend £2,000 on the sehool at Narrogin, I
asked for particulars regarding that institu-
tion to-day and was informed that the cost
of the additional buildings, erected during tbe
past eighteen wmonths, was approximately
£4,000, while the improvements to the property
included £643 for water and lighting. There,
hon, members have £4,643 expended on a place
that is totally unsuitable for such a purpose.
If we take the amount which would be re-
alised through the disposal of the Narrogin
farm, we would have sufficient as a nucleus
with which to start an agricultural eollege.

Hen. T, Mills: Who picked the spot, Mr.
Bertie Johnston?

Hon. C, . BAXTER: He did not. I
believe it "was chosen before Mr. Johnston
represeated Narrogin. 1 may be wrong, but

I do not think he had anything to do with it.
The Government are wrong in spending sums
of such magnitude on a place which is quite
unguitable. Tt is time we had an agricul-
tural college established on soil that is suit-
able for sueh a purpose, instead of having an
institution established on a poor class of soil,
as is the case at Narrogin, Hegarding the
money spent on arcas which it is proposed to
settle, I asked for some particulars regarding
one particular area, namely Nornalup. I
understood that money was being expended
there, and while I agree that we have to
develop that portien of the State, I say we
must do it slowly; we must not rush in to
develop areas in the South-West while there
is no market for the produce. I asked for
particulars about the Peel Estate and what
produce the settlers there were being advised
to go in for. I was informed that they were
heing advised to go in for dairy produce,
pigs and fruit, potatoes, vegetables and fodder
erops. I do not know where the settlers will
get a market for the three last meationed
items. There are times when the pricey of
potatoes is high, but that is not the time
when our potatoes will come into the market.

. In addition, we have to grow potatoes very

cheaply if we are te compete with produocts
from the Kastern States, under the present
system. I would like to see our potato
growers successful, but their market is very
limited. The difficulty may be overcome by
the use of dehydrators. As to the production
of vegetables, I am afraid it will not be long
before the Peel Estate will be in the hands of
the Chinamen, because the vegetable market
i3 not here. The eultivation of dairy produce
is essentially an industry which must be
established on old soils. It will take a
number of years on new soil to get the best
results. At the present time those engaged
in the dairying industry about the metro-
politan area, whao depend upon the city of
Perth for the disposal of their cornnodities,
are not making mueh money. As to pigs and
fruit, there are good markets for these com-
maodities,

Hon. J. Duffell: There is a market for pigs
if they grow their bacon at a reasonable
price.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Ail these products
require good markets. That is an aspect
which should be considered in connection
with the immigration scheme. One of the
most important matters which must receive
congideration is the provision of markets. To
get back to the Nornalup proposals: The
country there is someswhat similar, in that it is
suitable for the cultivation of those produets
referred to in connection with the Peel Estate.
The distance Nornalup is from the city makes
it hopeless to talk about bringing vegetables
from that area to the metropolis. Consider-
ing the enormous amount of money necessary
to provide harbour faecilities, or to comstruct
a railway to Nornalup, I contend that the
time is not opportune to spend money in that
district.

Hon. T, Moore: It is only wasting money.
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Hon, C. F. BAXTER: We have equally
good land adjacent to the existing railways,

Hon. J. Ewing: Why not develop botht

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: That has been our
trouble. We endeavoured to develop the
wheat areas as a whole and strung out rail-
ways throughout the country like a spider’s
web, Consequently the whole of the wheat
areag is not settled yet. We want to develop
the areas where the railwaye have heen taken
and then extend to other areas. Regarding
the information I received when I asked for
particulars of expenditure in the Nornalup
distriet, I was staggered when I heard it this
afternoon. I find that the amount expended
for surveys, under the Lands and Surveys
Department, amounted to between £3,000 and
£4,000. Under the Public Works Department,
roads and bridges section, the expenditure haa
been: Bridgetown-Denmark railway survey,
£19,434; Bridgetown-Denmark read, £18,243
—T suppose that road is for the tourist traffic,
but, at any rate, there will be little use for
that great mileage—; Bush rest houses,
Bridgetown-Denmark road, £35; Deep River
bridge, £605; Frankland River bridge, £1,764;
Walpole River bridge, £301, or a total of
£40,382, which, with the £4,000 aiready re-
ferred to, brings up the total to £44,000 odd.
‘What return will we get for that expenditure?

Hon. J. Ewing: That is only preliminary
work.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: But there is uo
possibility of getting a return for that
money for a very long time. What is the
good of spending money in those areas until
we are ready to settle them? We are not
ready to settle the Nornalup area and we
will not be for a very long time to come,
hecause it is so isolated. It is all very weéll
for people to say that it is only a matter
of £40,000. If we add up these items of
£40,000, they show us in what direction the
expenditure is proceeding. The greatest
consideration is necessary regarding these
small amounts, hecause they all mount up.
I do not know whether thicre are other parts
of the State which have been dealt with like
the Nornalup area. To me it is a most
gerious thing and it ghould be so to every
member of this Chamber. If we have a
number of projeets like that at Nornalup,
where shall we get to? On the 16th Mareh,
1917, I brought a motion before this Cham-
bher regarding the settlement of returned
soldiers. The proposal on that o¢casion was
to spend money in the Nornalup area, and
becanse of the proposal to expend that
money I advanced my motion. The whole
of that debate was centred around the one
aspect and that was, that it was unwise to
expend Government moneys in that area.
Mr. Kirwan, Mr. Sanderson and you, Mr.
President, spoke at lemgth on the gub-
ject. Then, too, Mr., Kingsmill—unfortu-
nately we have not got his assistance on the
present occasion—also spoke strongly on
the subjeet.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Another case of re-
storing the authority of Parliament.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : There was no
definite meotion, but Mr. Kingsmill spoke
very strongly against the expenditure of
Government money there, and he bhad a
thorough knowledge of the district. His
speech was very strong indeed, I have not
seen Norpalup but, from inquiries, I learn
that there is some very good country there,
However, it ig not the quality of the coun-
try that counts but the expenditere. There
is no hope of receiving any return from this
expenditure for many years to come and o
lot of the work done will have to be done
all over again, In & matter of a few years,
it will probably be' impossible to fnd the
route of the survey.

Hon. J. Ewing: There will he a railway
there then.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We have had this
lesson before. Areas have been cleared and
the bush has grown up again and left them
in a worse state than before. Burely we do
not want to repeat such foolishness, I ask
the Government to call a halt in expendi-
ture of this kind. Yesterday I gave notice
of a question regarding the Newdegate area.
It was, ‘“Do the Government intend to ex-
tend the line from Lake Grace to Newde-
gate?’’ and the answer I received to-day
was ‘‘The matter has not been determined.’
What are we to understand from that? Ts
it that no cohsideration has been given to
the question of extending the.line? If so,
I want to know why the Government are
wndertaking c¢learing at Newdegate before
they have decided to couple it up with a
line. I am not advocating the construction
of this railway. From what I have heard
of Newdegate, there is nothing like the area
of good land we are led to believe. I ask
the Leader of the House to urge the Gov-
ernment to obtain definite particnlars of the
good land at Newdegate before the con-
struoction of this line is considered. The
Minister for Agriculture brought three
farmers from Lake Grace to comfer with
him regarding the clearing of this land. The
Minister, like myself, is a farmer, and
ghould know all there is to be known about
this land. Money should not be expended
in that area until the Government are ahso-
lutely certain that some good will result
from it. Why clear lJand and then tell
people they can select it though they will
be 40 miles distant from a railway over
poor country, mostly sandplain, and that
they will not get a railway.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is already one of the
conditions, The Government de mot bind
themselves to build a railway.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Then what is the
use of throwing the land open? It will only
be taken up by speculators. Everyone hopes
that the Government will be succeasful in
their immigration policy, but they will need
to get a hustle on or'they will not be ready
to give effect to it. Of course there will be
failures among the new settlers, but if the
Government do succeed in setiling these
people on the land, the State will have a
chance of going ahead. The Government,
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however, must consider the question of find-
ing markets. The Government should con-
siler the advisableness of guaranteeing a
price for wheat. I have mentioned this
matter before, but I was never so strong
on the point as I am at present. If the
Government guarantced 58. a bushel for
wheat for three years, it would be one of
the soundest arrangements they could
possibly make. It would lead to the
doubling ef the area under crop. By going
out, as the Minister for Agriculture has
done, on a eampaign of produetion, asking
the farmers to put larger areas under culti-
vation, nothing will be accomplished., Tt
might have been successtul during the war.
In fact, an appeal was made then and the
farmers responded, but the war is a matter
of the past. Now it becomes a cold business
proposition. The farmer will not do it for
the asking, but if 55. a bushel were guaran-
teed as an inducement, the area under crop
would be doubled. If we gave a guarantee
of this kind for three years, there would be
an influx of the very class of people o
badly needed in this State, I mean the sons
of farmers with capital and experience from
the Eastern States. The Government should
give them this bait. Even if it resulted in
the logs of half a million of money, well,
probably the money would be lost in other
directions anyhow.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: And the farmer may
as well get it?

Hen. C. F. BAXTER: If the farmer did
get it, he would put it back into the land
and preduce more revenue for the State. The
Lcader of the House smiles at my proposi-
tion. I do not think any loss would result
from the adoption of this sugpgestion.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
would be a big risk, though.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: T do not think so.
The indications for the coming scason are
that wheat will open at 5s. » bushel. There
are offers in the Eastern States for forward
buying at 5s. 8d. The world’s market is
depleted of foodstuffs and I feel confident
there wilt be a good demand and a good price
for wheat for years to comc.

The Minister for Education: Then why do
you want a guarantee?

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: It is said that we can-
not sell our Western Australisn flour.

Hon. €. . BAXTER: We have not the
wheat to grist into flour. I do not think
there is any doubt about selling the flour
when the wheat is gristed, It was never a
nquestion of quality; we were in such a posi-
tion with the Australian Wheat Board that
our price was always 2d. or 3d. a bushel above
that of other countries. There is no better
quality flonr in the world than Western Aus-
tralian flour, but overseas buyers will not
1ray £1 or 255 a ton more for our flour. I
think Mr. Ardagh must have had in mind
this question of offal for his dairy.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: I had in mind
the remark of the Minister for Agrienlture
that we could not sell the flour.

1 am afraid there .

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Wiile I intend to
support the Bill, I hope the remarks I have
made will be considered by the Government.

Hon., F. A. BAGLIN (West) [8.25]: Had
1 been listening to this debate from the gal-
lery I would have come to the conclusion that
the Govermment had not one supporter in this

.House.

Hoen, C, ¥, Baxter: You have always sup-
ported them.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: Judging by the re-
marks of Mr, Kirwan and Mr. Sanderson,
one would be forced to the conelusion that
thc present Government are incompetent to
earry on the administration of the affairs of
the State. If this is so, it is only fair that
the Government should not be granted
Supply.

Hou. J. W, Kirwan: .Governments are not
made in this House.

Hon. F, A, BAGLIN: A certain amount of
cant secms to have been indulged in, and I
say that without reflecting on any member.
Tlose membhers who have spoken so stromgly
against the Government regarding maladmin-
istration would, if the fate of the Govern-
ment depended upon their support, vote for
the Government, There iz nething genuine
about eriticism of that kind. T intend to vote
against granting the Government this Bupply,
and I shall watch with interest to see whether
crities of the Government will be prepared to
do likewise. In view of their eriticism, with
which T agree, because I have tried to con-
vince the House for three years that the Gov-
ernment are not competent to carry on the
administration, they should go further and
show by their votes that they mean what they
have said. I challenge those members to
show that they are true to their convictions
by refusing to grant the Government Supply.
I think T heard one member express the
opinion that he desired to make the Couneil
the dominant House of the Legislature. Here
is an opportunity. It is quite competent for
this House to refuse to grant the present in-
competent Government any further Supply.
We have heard a lot about maladministration
and about the Government not attempt-

ing to cffeet any economies. I would
remind members that the Governament
did effeet an  economy by abolishing

the honorary Ministers, an economy which
proved of advantage to Ministers. The
Leader of the House has to go to the East-
ern States and we are asked to adjourn pend-
ing his return because thecre is mo ome to
carry on in his place. This is an impossible
position. When it is a question affecting the
pockets of Ministers, they know how to effect
economy. T give them credit for that, but
we are entitled to ask them to protect the
interests of the taxpayers, even as they have
protected their own interests. It is unusual
for a Supply Bill to eveke s0 much discussion
in this House, but memhers, after discharg-
ing so much hot air in eriticism of the Gov-
ernment, should be prepared to vote in the
direction indicated by their criticism. If the
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Government are o incompetent as is alleged,
they should not be granted Supply.

Hon. J. Duffell: And you would not get
your salary.

Hon, ¥, A. BAGLIN: I am not worrying
about that. If hon. members are genuine
in the expressions they have given utter-

ance to this afternoon about the Govern- .

ment being incompetent, the only way out
is for us to vote against the granting of
Supply.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: And so create chaos.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [8.38): I
do not wish to give a silent vote in connee-
tion with this matter, and neither do T wish
to delay the House. There has been a great
deal of earnestness thrown into the debate
which is a good thing for us all, and T do
hope it will be a good thing for the Govern-
ment as well,

The Minister for Education: I feel better
for it already.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: If the Government
‘take the eriticism to heart, the country
must benefit. I merely wish to draw atten-
tion to a matter that I think is very serious
indeed, and it is in comnection with our fin-
ancial position, We saw that during June
there was a wonderful surplug, and we also
saw that in July there was a eorrespondingly
wonderful deficit.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We get it every year
just the same,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T have always un-
derstood that one of the funections of govern-
ment was to place a complete monthly state-
ment of affairs before the eommunity, and
with a true statement of affairs disclosed,
we, the representatives of the people, would
know where we were. But when we see an ex-
traordinary surplus in one month and a cor-
respondingly large defieit in the next meonth,
and that in order to secure the surplus we
encroach upon 10 days of the succeeding
month, which seems to me to be an entirely
new departure—-—

The Minister for Education: Tt has been
done every year for the past 25 yeara.

Hon, V, HAMERSLEY: Why is it done?
I have always understood that the financial
year closed on the 3ith June, and that the
truec position of affairs had to he disclosed
as it stood on that date. I certainly think
that many of the figures are covered up from
time to time and that we do not get the true
position, I regret that the financial position
i3 not very much better thar it is, and I
regret also that the taxation unrder which we
are struggling has not improved the position.
So far as I can see we are likely to have
much heavier taxation in the future. Tt is
unsatisfactory to think that our financial
position cannot be improved, but we are do-
ing our best to introduce further population
to help us to carry the burden. Every en-
deavour should be nade by the Government
to encourage a population which will bring
capital with it. It is not only a question of
our becoming responsible for the financing
of all the newcomers; an earnest endeavour

should be made by everyone to encourage
people to come here with their own money.
There does not seem to be a tendency on the
part of people to introduce capital into the
State; there seems to be a greater tendency
for those who have it to leave the State. I
usually hear that wherever I go, and it is a
faet to be regretted. Mr. Baxter referred
to o matter that has always been near my
heart, and it is the one mistake made by
this Government and other Governments in
the past that they have never definitely de-
cided on the establishment of an agricultural
college where those from other parts of the
world could learn something of loeal condi-
tions and how to farm our lands. There is
a good opportunity now for the Government
to lay the foundation of sueh a college which
could be utilised as a receiving station for
the settlers whom the Government are abont
fo bring to the State. I understand that six
milliens of money is to be spent in connce-
tion with the proposal to introduce British
settlers to Western Australin, We do not
wish to bring them here and keep them
hanging about the city. I am told they are
likely to be taken to Blackboy Hill camp,
whieh I coneider i3 a good place to put them,
although it may be a little too near the city.
They should be taken into the country where
there should be an establishment ready to
receive them. This would give them an in-
troduetion to our inland areas, and wouid
probably give them an inclination to
settle straight away on the land. At
the same time, they could receive certain
instructions. We should encourage these peo-
ple by every means to go on the land and
remain there just as the early settlers did.
T trust that there will be a big influx of
population and that the Governwent will
spend the money which they are about to
secure even more judiciously than has been
suggested by hon. members this evening, I
am pleased that a good many members have
had a heart to heart talk with the Minister
who himself announced by way of interjec-
tion that he felt better for it.

The PRESIDENT: I wish to remind hon.
members that we are discusging a Supply
PRill. The discussion has extended over a
wide range of subjeets, and I would therefore
ask hon. wembers, who may yet wish to
speak, to confing their remarks as much as
possible to the subject matter of the Bill,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (IHon.
H. P. Colehatch—East—in reply) {840]: I
do not think there is any need to again tra-
veise the ground that has been gone over
very frequently during the past five or six
years. T cannot help saying, however, that
I do not think some of the erities of the Gov-
ernment have been at all generous.  They
have refusel at all times to recognise the
reculiar difficulties in which the Government
have been placed; they have rcfused to re-
cognise the fact that Governments all the
world over have been faced with exactly the
same difficulties in dealing with matters of
public finance,
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Hon. T. Moore: Did you recognise it in
10162
- Hon, J, W, Kirwan: The Governments that
have had 10 pay for war expenditure have
been in diffeulties, but not other Govern-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
they have. The hon. member forgets that the
purchasing power of the sovereign has de-
creased enormously, and he forgets also that
the increased revenue—taking into considera-
tien the relative purchasing power of the
sovereign—represents practically nothing at
all. He forgets, too, to tell the House that
the increase in salaries and wages which the
Government have had to mcet, practically
swallows one half of the additional revenve
we are receiving and that the other half is
maore than accounted for by the growth of
the annual intcrest and sinking fund pay-
ments. I do not intend te go exhaustively
into that. matter. It is not many ycars sinee
cur railways not only paid their own interest
and sinking fund but returned a substantial
surplus to revenue. At the present time, so
far from returning interest and sinking fund,
the railways show a loss amounting to con-
Jiderably more than half our total defieit.
Ancther poin{ is that hon. members overlook
the fact that Western Australia alone of all
the States in the Commonwealth has through-
out maintained its contribution te the sink-
ing fund. Had any of the cther States done
as we have done they would have been
involved in deficits just as large as

ours, and as'a matter of fact tbe in-
creagse in the defieit from 1911 to the
present time, including the period the

Labour Government were in power, has been
less than the aceumulated sinking fund., That
ig a faet that our crities always ignore.
It does not seem patriotic to hold
up Western Australia as a bad cxample
in comparison with the other Siates,
when, as a matter of fact, if those States
had done as Western Australia has done in
the matter of providing a sinking fund, they
would be placed in exactly the same position
as we find ourselves in.

Hon, V, Hamersley: I do not think any
member of this House hns made that com-
parison.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
it Las been made frequently. Very frequently
we have been held up in that way. The
other States have not suffered anything
like so greatly in their public revenue
on account of the war as we have,
Further, as regards the other States,
the small sinking funds they had before
the war they bhave suspended, and have
allowed them to remain suspended to
this day. Had these Statcs contributed to
their sinking funds during and since the war,
they would have been as badly off in the
motter of deficits as we are. The hon. mem-
ber said that he would support any Govern-
ment proposing drastic action in the way of
economy, retrenchment, and so on. T say at
once that I do not believe drastic action of
tiat kind to be desirable for Western Aus-

tralia. I believe that the result of such ae-
tiou would be to make our last state worse
than our firast. While T adinit the necessity
for ceonomy in every direction, and whilst T
shall, in replying on the Address-in-reply—I
dn not think it is expected of me to go into
those details now—demonstrate that very sub-
stantial economies have heen effected, I do
emphatically deny that the financial condition
of the State is anything like se bad as some
hon. members nave represented it. Whilst on
the one hand during these years of unpar-
alleled difticulty large deficits have accumu-
lated, on the other hand the State has
through its contributions from revenue to
the sinking fund and the earnings of
the accumunlated sinking fund more than
covered its defiecit. The ecreditors of the
State de not think that its position is bad.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The deficit is yearly
growing worse. How long will it be before
the acecumulated deficit will execed the ae-
cumulated sinking fund?

The MINISTEERE FOR EDUCATION: At
the rate the two are growing, that will never
occur.  Mr. Kirwan referred to '‘the hostile
attitude of Western Australia to the Com-
monwealth.”” T do not think that is a re-
mark in any way called for. I think it is
a very easy matler for Western Australia
to prove to demonstration that she has suf-
fered cousiderably through federation, and
that she is suffering to-day, and that the
compact as it was understood between
the States and the Commonwealth has
not been carried into effect. For in-
stance, it was provided in the Federal Con-
stitution that at the end of cvery year all
the sarplus revenue of the Commonwealth
should be distributed amongst the States.
Subsequently an Act of the Federal Parlia-
ment was passed which made certain pro-
vigions but still contained that condition,
that all the surplus revenae of the Common-
wealth should be distributed amongst the
States, Has that compact ever been carried
out?

Hen, J. W, Kirwan: It applies to all the
States equally,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
True; but, on the other hand, what i3 the
pelicy of the Commonwealth? T trust, Mr.
President, that in endeavouring to reply to
these remarks I shall not be offending
against your very proper direction as
to the limits of the debate., The general
policy of the Commonwealth, particularly in
itz profective aspect, has been to build up
the industries of the other States at the ex-
pense of Western Australia. It is in that
direction that we suffer by comparison with
them. Certain remarks have been made re-
garding the immigration scheme, and Mr.
Kirwan expressed the opinion that three-
fourths of the people whe are brought out
will find their way to the Eastern States.
Now, why? Daoes the hon. member think
that the Eastern States are better than West-
ern Aunstralia? He speaks of the difficulty
some goldfields people have had in ohtaining
land in Western Australia. I venture to



74 ' [COUNCIL.]

say there is no other State of the Common-
wealth where it is possible to obtain land
s0 easily or so cheaply as in Western Aus-
trala. Certain people may have had diffi-
culty in obtaining the land they want. If
concrete cases are put up to me I will have
them inquired into. But anybody wanting
land can get it more easily and more cheaply
in Western Australia than in any other part
of the Commonwealth. If that were not so,
there would be no peint in Mr. Baxter's
remark that a guarantee wasg all that was
neceggary to induce the sons of Eastern
States farmers to come here.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Yes, but do you——

The PRESIDENT: I would ask hon. mem-
bers not to interjeet too mueh. The position
of a Minister of the Crown is so different
from that of any nther member of the Houss
that I think he ought to get a fair and elear
hearing. All his statements are, or should
be, of a responsible nature, binding not only
himself, but also his Government. In those
eircumstances I think he ought to get as
fair and clear a hearing as possible. It is
not every member who ecan speak under the
jrritating fire of interjections. Whilst, of
course, auy interjections which have for their
ohject explanation or further information
will always be permitted, I ask hon. members
in the ecircumstances, not to make irritating
interjections, but to allow the wmember repre-
senting the Government to make a full and
free statement on matters of great interest
to everybody.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
was about to say that T do not think it is
2 faet that so large a percentage of the peo-
ple brought to this State have gone away.
The figures supplied in the Governor’s Speech
are acenrate, but they do mot suggest what
Mr. Kirwan seems to think thev suggest. In
faet, they do not state that. They state that
during a certain period a number of people,
if T remember rightly, 45,000, were brought
to the State by the Government, but that the
excess of arrivals over departures during that
period was only 9,000, indicating that some
35,000 of those who were brought here were
needed to make up what would otherwise
have been an excess of departures over arri-
vals, T think we must all realise that our
population has undergone a very great change
during the last few years. Looking back,
say, 10 or 12 years, and taking the popula-
tion of the goldfields, and the population of
the agricultural distriets at that time, and
then contrasting the goldfields population and
the population of the agricvltural distriets
to-day, one must see how tremendous have
been the changes. What has happened has
been, T think, that a very large number of
the goldfields population who left the gold-
fields have Jeft the State altogether, and
that their places have to a large extent been
taken by newcomers. At any rate, the Gov-
ernment do recognise that there is a danger
of perhaps losiag some of our presrnt popu-
lation or some of the people coming here.
That is the reason why this immigration
policy has been framed om lines differing
8o materially from those of any immigration

poliey of the past. Every past immigration
policy has been hased on a large expenditure by
the Government for every iundividual brought
here. We have sent home agents to carry on
projaganda work, and we have borne a con-
siderable portion of the cost of the passages.
In this immigration policy the whoie of the -
prepagamla work is done for ws. We, by
nfficers appointed by uns, supervise the selee-
tion of the immigrants so as to ensure that
only suitable people are sent here. The
Commonwenlth pay all the rest of the ex-
pense, and pay the whole of the passages out
here, and undertake to return any immigrants
that by same mischance may have slipped
through and are unsuitable settlers. So that,
instend of having to pay out large sums to
secure  immigrants, we are securing them
landed here free of cost. In addition to
that, we have secured a large proportion of
the money required for their settlement. I
say ‘‘a large proportion’’ because I do not
for a moment suggest that ove ean do every-
thing that will be necessary to accommodate
a new population of 75,000 people and also
carry on the ordinary extension of the State
for six millions of money. But we have
provided, so far as the £6,000,000 is con-
cerned, for a period of five years, during
which only one-third of the intefest shall he
chargeable to the State. Mr. Stewart re-
ferred to the remark in the Governor’s
Speech that under the Surplus Revenue Act
our third would be practically met by the
Commonwealth contribution of 253, per head.
Tt is a very simple calculation. The money
on which that two-thirds interest is to he
borne. by the Commonwenlth and the
Rtate is to e in the proportion of
£2,000,000 to 25,000 people. If there
are less than 25,000 people brought out,
there will he less than £2.000,000 to share
interest on. One third of the interest on
£2,000,000 wounld he £40,000, at six per cent.
Our share of interest will be £35,000 or
£36,000, because the rate of interest is less
than six per cent.; and 233. per head on
25,000 people is equal te about £31,000. I
think it would be a mistake on my part, and
ecertainly not in aceordance -with your
wishes, Mr. Pregident, if I went into other
phases of the immigration question which
have beer touched on in the ecourse of
another debate but have not been touched
on to-day. However, I do wish to make
clear the point that it is not thought for
one moment that the 6,000 people to he
settled in the South-West are going to pro-
vide all that is necessary in the way of
work and sustenance for the 75,000 immi-
grants. That is not contemplated for one
mement. In faet, it is not likely that any
of those 6,000 will be settled until quite a
large number of immigrants have been
brought into the State. If hon. members
will read carefully the scheme put forward
by the Premier and published in the ‘¢ West
Australian’’ of the 25th January this year,
they will see that the first thing he states
is not the settlement of these 6,000 immi-
grants. He says, ‘‘The first use we will
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make of this money is to strengthen the
Tunds of the Agricultural Bank, so us to
advance at the rate of an extra miilion per
annum to people already settled on the land
for eclearing, in order that the wheat pro-
duction of the State may be doubled, and
also for fencing and other purposes.’’ Tt is
contemplated that that work will provide
for a large number of the immigrants. Fol-
lowing upon that is the work required to
settle 6,000 additional settlers in the South-
West. I am confident in my own mind that
it is easily possible in a  State of this size
and with the sparse population that we
have at the present time, to absorb 73,000
additional people in a period of five years.
T am sure of it. TUnder this scheme it is
being done om terms more advantageous
than have ever been thonght of before. Mr.
Lovekin set up the proposition that this
scheme wounld be disastrous to our financial
policy and disastrows to tbe State. As an
alternative he suggested that we should ask
the Imperial and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernments to bear the whole of the responsi-
bility of these 6,000 settlers, that those Gov-
eroments should provide the whole of the
£6,000,000 without any charge and colleet it
back from the 6,000 settlers, relicving us
entirely so far as those 6,000 settlers are
concerned. Now, the difference between the
hon. member’s proposition and the Govern-
ment’s proposition is this: He says, ‘‘Let
the Imperinl and Commonwealth Govera-
ments loan that money to those 6,000
settlers, and take all the risk of failure, anad
collect the money back from them.”” But
the Imperial and Commonwealth Govern-
ments will at onee say, ' We cannot do any-
thing of the kind because we cannot oversec
or look after these people. They are your
setilers, and you must be respongible for
them. You advance the money to them, and
collect it hack from them. We know there
will e failures and losses, and to compen-
sate vou for those we will make you a
present of £1.200,000.7* Mr. Lovekin would
say. ‘Lot them take all the risk and
rosponsihility,’? The Government say, ‘*We
will take all the risk and responsibility, and
the other Governments will give wus
£1,200,000.7° The loss through failure may
he more or may be less than £1,200,000, but
the difference is not going to be such as
to make the difference between a policy of
digaster and a poliey of safety for the State.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There is the extended
advance for the balance of the gettlers. Do
not forget that.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Sanderson sugeested that during the next
fortnight consideration might be given to
the figzures which were supplied to him
to-day. The bon. member should ask for the
figures he actually wants. He puat up the
guestions. ‘(1) On the 30th June, 1922,
how much ingeribed stoek was current (a)
in London, (b) elsewhere? (2) Of the publie
debt of Western Australia on the 30th June.
1922, how much is in inseribed stock and
how much in other securitiest (3} Of the

public debt of Western Australia on the
3uth June, 1922, bow much is chargeable
with sinking fond?’'  To cach of those
questions an explicit answer was given,
whereupon the hon. member proceeded to
set up a balance sheet showing what the
State owes. Instead of adopting that mis-
leading course, he can get complete state-
mients which will show him the debits and
eredits and all details, If he wants in-
formation to establish a fluancial statement
of the affairs of the country from a loan
point of view, let him ask for what he really
wants, and it ‘shall be furnished him. He
knows perfeetly well that the sinking fund
obligations do not begin uutil three years
after the flotation of the loan, That
accounts for the difference between the
amount paying sinking fund and the total
foan indebtedness. He suggested that our
position wounld go from bad to worse, be-
cauge these loans would come into that period
when they have to bear sinking fund. But
he forgot to mention that we should have
profits on the other side. During the last
financial year we were relieved of a sum of
£46,000 interest and sinking fund on the
Coolgardie water scheme loan, and during
the current financial year our relief from
that source will be double that amount, or
something like £90,000; because we have
contributed to that sinking fund all the
money that is required, and it will no
longer he necessary to pay any sinking fund
or interest on that portion of the loan which
huas already bheen purchased by the sinking
fund trustees. In a short time the whole of
our obligation in regard to that 216 million
loan will be relieved. It ia all very well
to say we are going to have the new
loans coming to the sinking fund period,
for, as against that, we are going to
be relieved in the way I have deseribed. Mr.
Stewart, aftér speaking of many things, eon-
demned the policy of the Government in
regpect of workers homes. I hope that poliey
will be extended until practieally every
worker in Western Awstralia owns his own
home. Personally, 1 do not care whether or
not it interferes with private enterprise. In
the country districts private enterprise has
been shy of building houses for the people.
There is not a country town which has not
suffered because suitable homes cannot be
provided for the people employed there. I
hope that this Govermment, it they remain in
power, or if, as Mr. Sanderson suggests, they
are swept into oblivion, then the Government
whieh succeeds them, will carry on vigorously
this policy of workers” homes until they reach
that stage when every worker has his own
home. From every point of view it will be a
prand thing for Western Australia when we
reach that stage. I was greatly surprised to
hear Mr. Baxter condemn secondary eduea-
tion fer country children.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: You have doubled the
expenditure,

The MINISTEER FOR EDUCATION: The
salaries of the teachers have been practically
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doubled; that is where the expenditure has
been inercased. The hon. member condemns
gecondary education in the country. I was
under the impression that he was one of my
supporters in that policy.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw;
will be.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Baxter seems to think that in order to keep
the voung people on the farms, it is necessary
to keep them ignorant. Then, with charming
inconsistency, he advoeates the establishment
of an agricultural college. In that I am in
acecord with him. Tt has been very disap-
pointing to me that the Government have not
been able to provide the necessary funds ere
this. But the establishment of an agrieul-
tural eollege before we had established dis-
trict high schools in the country would have
been no good at all, for we should not have
had students for the agrienltural college.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Many have gone out
of the State.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
am with Mr. Baxter and Mr. Hamersley in
contending that the sooner the agrieuliural
college is established the better. The Nar-
rogin Farm School is doing excellent work.
Tt did evecllent work under the control of
Mr. Baxter, and now that a little moere money
has been spent on it it will do even better
work in the futvre. But it does not do the
work of an agricultural college. What it
does is this: There are in the country many
people who for various reasons object to
sending their children to secomdary schools
in the eity. Their objections are very sound.
But they say, ‘*If my boy, when he leaves
the State school at 14, can go to a farm
school for a couple of years, I am quite
willing that his general education shall be
continued, so lIong as he ia being introduced
to farm work.,’”’ And so they agree to send
their bLoys to the Narrogin Farm School;
indeed they send them in greater numbers
than can be accommodated. They are there
for only two years, bhut the result of that
school is that every year 30 boys go ount from
it who otherwise would have gone straight
from the primary school to the farm at 14
years of age; they go out two years older,
with two years' extra knowledge, two extra
years of general education and a suitable
introduction to farm work. The Narrogin
Farm School is doing splendid work, and
when the agrieultural college is established,
the field of the Narrogin Farm Sechool will
still be there. Indeed I am not sure that it
will not be wise to establish further schools;
because an agricultural college means that a
boy goes on until he is 19 or 20 years of age.
There are and always will be a great number
of country children who cannot do that, but
who might be able to take advantage of the
short course at the farm school.

Hon. H. Stewart: The spheres of the two
are quite distinet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
and both of them absolutely mnecessary, In
regard to the Nornalup distriet, I did not look

At election time he
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at the figures very closely. Half the amount
is for the survey of the railway already
authorised by Parliament and about to be
constructed. Now I come to the suggestion
of a 5s. per bushel guarantee on wheat. There
is a lot to be said in favour of it. The hon,
member says ‘'Do this, and you will double
the wheat production.’” The production is
nearly 15 million bushels to-day; doubled,
that would mean 30 million bushels. Jf in
any one of those yecars we were to drop 1s.
out of the gnarantee, there would go a million
and a hall!

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: More than was Jost
over the Wyndham Meat Works!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
a single year we might drop a million and a
half. I do not condemn a guarantee for wheat
growing, DBut Mr. Baxter is quite right
when he says that there is every indication
that the price will keep up. In that alone
there is gufficient encouragement for the
farmer to go on growing wheat so long as the
Government continue to advance at reasonable
rates the money required to clear his land
and se make it available for eropping.

Hon. F. A. Baglin: Why not guarantee
the wages of the worker?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is very difficult for the Government to guar-
antee anything. The only other matter 1 wish
to refer to is Mr., Hamersley’s statement re-
garding the June surplus and the July
defieit. I am amazed to think that & man so
long in public life should be under the im-
pression that for the first time we have kept
the Treasury hooks open for the purpose of
including some of the July reccipts in the
tally for June. It has been done for many
years past. The practice was introdueed in
Sir John Forrest’s time, more than 20 years
ago., I am not prepared at the moment to
give the exact reason for it, but, as I say,
more than 20 years ago the practice was
introduced of keeping the books open until
the 10th July for the receipt of revenue to
the end of June, and it has been the
practice ever since.

Hon. H. Stewart: Why nut abolish it?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Trensurer who abolished it would have a big
deficit to face in the first year. No Treasurer
likes to be put in that position, The result
of the practice is that the June rovenue ia
large because of the ten days’ collection in
July, while the July revenue is small because
it is ten days short. We have always had a
good surplus in June and a eonsiderable defi-
But the figures of revenuc and
expenditure are coempiled, not by Ministers,
but by the Treasury officials, and I can assure
hon. members that no attempt is made to fake
these figures.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill.
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Clause 1 —Tssue and application of
£1,763,950:
Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: This clanse em-

hraces the whole of the Bill and I wish to
take the opportunity to refer to a comment
made hy the Leader of the House on some of
my remarks duaring the seecond reading. He
peinted out that, while I referred to the
deficit and to its gradual accumulation during
a number of vears, I made no refercnce what-
soever to the sinking fund and te the faet
that the sinking fund to a certain extent
rounterbalaneed the deficit. In noi referring
to the sinking fund, I was acting in accord-
once with what was done by the Leader of
the House himself when he was such n brilliant
andl able eritic of the Governmment who occu-
ted office prior to his becoming Leader of
the House, When he spoke in such terms of
coendemnation regarding the financial methods
of the Scaddan Government, he did not refer,
and very rightly so, to the fact that the ac-
cumulated deficit of the Seaddan Government,
amounting to #£1,300,000, could be set off
against the sinking fund. He carefully re-
frained from making the comparison that he
has been so readily and frequently making
since he himself has been a Minister. The
reason why I did not refer to the sinking
fund was that, whether we had a sinking
fund or not, there was a departure from
sound finance. Those who instituted cur sink-
ing fund were wise and far-sccing statesmen,
aud it is n very deplorable fact that the pre-
sent Governmen{ have taken advantage of
that wisdom to do the injury that has been
done to our finaneial position. At no time
was it more necessary to maintain the sink-
ing fund that it is at present. The loans we
raised in the past were secured mainly at a
very low price. 'We all know how the price
of money has inereased and that there is no
immediate prospect of any considerable re-
duetion. A day will come when we shall have
to meet our indebtedness and, therefore, it is
all the more necessary in view of the probable
high price of money in future that the sink-
ing fund should be maintained. It isnot to the
credit of the present or any other Government
that they departed from the wise system of
fnarice institnted by former Governments,
In not referring to the sinking fund, I was
following the example of the Leader of the
House himself when he continually eriticised
a deficit very much smaller than this. He
may put it as he likes, but I maintain it is a
departure, and a very serious departure, from
the very excellent system instituted in the
past. Reference has been made to the atti-
tude of what is commonly deseribed as the
Commouwealth towards the State. The two
methods to which the Minister refurred were
questions of policy on the part of Govern-
ments in power, not the Commonwaalth, The
fact of the protective poliecy of the Common-
wealth operating severely in the case of West-
ern Australia, by reason of its"being a State
in the early stage of developinent, was purely
and solely due to the policy of the Govern-
ment, and not to the Commonwealth ilself.

The strongest champion of the protective
policy from whizh we are now suffering was
& man who did a great service far Western
Australia and who certainly as a Minister of
tne Commonwealth Government in season and
oul of season advocated proteetion. That was
the late Lord Forrest. Furthermore, he re-
presented an agricultural constituency. The
rery people whe arc eomiplaning to-day re-
turned him te the House gver and over again,
Now fault i found wih the Commonwealth
instead of with those who supported the
yolicy of particular Governments. Xr, Bag-
lin expressed the opinion that those who had
criticised the Government should vote against
the Bill. I do not approve of the action of
the Government. I consider they have Leen
guilty of a serics of blunders, but T do mot
think it would he the best vourse to vote
against the Supply Bill and ereate financial
thaos in the State. The Government would
not be defeated, and the Government would
not suffer. A number of people in no way
conecrned with the poliey of the Government
would te affected and, consegquently, I hold
that we would not be justified in throwing
out the Supply Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2, Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adepted.

Read a third time and passed.

MOTION—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.
To inquire by Seleet Cyummittee.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN (Metropolitan) [9.23]:
It has been intimated to me that it is the
desire of members, as we are going te ad-
journ for a week or so, that we should ad-
Journ to-night instead of to-morrow. I am
sure that the adoption of this course will he
a convenicnee to the Leader of the House,
who has an arduous task to perform in the
Bast and who no doubt will be glad of some
time to make preparation. 1t will also be a
convenienee to members, in that they will
have an extra day to look into the important
matters involved in the Government pelicy.
Therefore, instead of moving my motion to-
morrow, 1 propose, with the approval of the
House, to move it now. It contemplates the
appointment of a select committee to inguire
into an important matter. I take it few
members will object to any proposal which
aims at the ascertainment of faets. That is
all this motion is intended to do. It is said
that, in respect to this agreement, we have a
Governirent scheme generating eleetricity and
making a loss. It is said also that one of
the reasons for making a loss is that they
cannot sell sufficient current,

The Minister for Education: T do not think
it is making a loss.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The last figures I
had from Mr. Taylor showed a slight loss on
the generation. I hope this has heen reme-
died. While the Government sold £29,000
worth of current to the City Council, the
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City Couneil received from consumers £133,000
for that eurrent. This may be a faet or it
may not. It is said also that the Govern-
ment cannot hope to cheapen, even to the
City Courcil, the ¢ost of electric current by
reason of the fact that the lead factor is not
balaneed. Before suggesting anything at all
I wish to ascertain the facts and the ap-
poinitment of a select eommittee will enable
us to ascertain the faets, No one can reas-
onably object to thigy I move—

(1) That a select committee be appointed
to report upon the operations and work-
ing of an agreement entered into between
the Government and the Perth Municipal
Corporation dated the 16th Oectober, 1912,
in respect to the purchase and supply of
eleetric current. (2) That such eommittee
consist of fire members, namely, the Hons.
J. Duffell, J. Ewing, F. A. Baglin, V.
Hamersley, and the mover. (3) That the
committee have power to call for persons
and papers. (4) That during the taking
of evidence the committee have power to
admit representatives of the Press at their
diseretion. (5) That the committee shall
report on Tuesday, the 20th August, 1922,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [9.28]: I
second the motion with the greatest of pleas-
ure, particularly in view of the fact that for
two sessions I have been endeavouring to get
some enlightenment on this question. The
Government did not seem ineclined to spend
any money in this direction to get expert
evidence and adviee, and therefore the only
course open to us is to agree to an inquiry
by a select committee, who, perhaps with the
exeeption of the mover, are laymen. It seems
to me that the mover of the motion is an
engineer and a greab anthority on electrieity.
I hope the outeome of the inquiry will prove
of great benefit to the State. I must express
regret that we cannot go a great deal fur-
ther in thia direction. When the select com-
mittee have completed their inquiry, I may
submit a proposal of a much mere drastic
aature relating to the electrieity supply and
the generation of electricity generally through-
out the State.

Hon. J. W, ETRWAN (South) [9.30]: I
am loth to do anything that may damp the
ardour of so energetic a member as Mr.
Lovekin, who is interesting himself in a
good many questions. I am sure we are all
pleased that there is a member amongst us
s0 concerned in the variety of matters he
is dealing with. I must, however, protest
" against the extraordinary way in which he
proposes to deal with this question. This
afternoon he gave a definite promise to the
House that the motier wonld not eome on
until to-morrow. It is not one that is likely
te be objected to, but several members, in-
cluding Mr. Sanderson, went away on the
understanding that it would not be dealt
with to-night. T, therefore, protest against
this way of dealing with the business of
the House after the distinet understanding
that was arrived at.

Hon.J. Duffell: Mr. Sanderson knew when
he went away that the House would not he
sitting to-morrow,

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: It iz an exiraor-
dinary procedure, and ome which I hope will
not be repeated. Many members have to
leave the House before it rises, and if this
sort of thing is to go en, we shall none of us
kiow what will happen while we arc away.
Myr. Lovekin gave as one reason for bring-
ing on the motion to-night that the House
would adjourn this evening. It was a good
reason, but it was the hrst motification to
that eflect this House had. I am in sym-
pathy with the reason for the adjournment.
1 do not agree with the remarks which were
macde to-day that the Leader of the House
should not go to Melbourne to attend the
Premierg’ conference. There is no member
of the Ministry who can put up a better
case for the Btate to get a fair share in
ite relationship with the Commonwealth
in connection with the particular matters
in question than the Minister for Education.
T am extremely glad he is going and that
he was selected rather than some other
member of the Ministry. It does seem as
extraordinary thing, however, that because
the Minister is going away this House is
going to adjourn this evening for a fort-
night, Several new members are present
this seszion, and one of them I know is
desirous of speaking. He will now have to
wait two or three weeks before doing so.
In the meantime he will be nursing his
views upon the affairs of the country, in
the same way that other members will have
to do. It is to be regretted that there is not
in the House an Honorary Minister to take
charge of the business in circumstances
such as this, I do not forget that it is
possible for a man to take the position of
Honorary Minister, in ac¢tual fact in ah
hovorary capacity. T think there are mem-
bers here who might take that position.
There ought {o be one representative of the
Government to {deal with a situation such
as has now arisen. It is treating the House
with indifference that, because the Minister
in eharge has to attend a conference in the
Eastern States, there should be no one to
take his place so that members may con-
tinne the debate upon the Address-in-reply.
Tt is only fair to the Leader of the House
that he shouwld have assistance. The lead-
ing of this House is a very onerous duty.
The Minister in charge hag to make himself
au fait with all Bills that come before us,
and in addition attend to his Ministerial
duties. In fairness to this Chamber and to
the Minister representing the Government,
there should be some one with him who could
take his place should the occasion arise.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan) {9.35]: I hardly know whether it is
Mr. Lovekin’s intention to embrace all con-
tracts and agreements made between the
Government and the various local bodies,
If not, I wish to enter my protest in oppoai-
tion to the propoeal.
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The PRESIDENT: The hon. gentleman
ean vote against it.

Hon, J. M, MACFARLAXE: Then T shall
do so if that is the case. There are agree-
ments other than that with the City Council.
In selecting that body it appears that Mr.
Lovekin’s intention can only be to upset
the agreement which exisis between them
und the Governmnent.

Hon. A, Lovekin: No, T would not re-
pudiate an agreement.

Hon, J. M. MACFPARLAXNE: I cannot see
what other effeet his motion can have, The
facts are already disclosed by the agree-
ment that is laid upon the Table of the
House, and is available to all members
without its being necessary to appoint a
select eommittee. The only result of the
select committee ean be to disapprove of
the agreement and endeavour to have it
varied,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not at all

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Then what
does the hon. member mean®

Hon, A. Lovekin: I want to find ont how
it is working.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Can the hon.
member not find that out from ihe agree-
ment?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tt is not there.

Ton. J. M. MACFARLANE: If the
motion were made to apply to all the agree-
ments entered into with the Government by
loeal bodies, I should be agreeable to it. If
not, I must vote against it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Move an amendment
to that effect, and I will support it.

Houn. J. Duffell: Get if, out in the evidence,

Hon. J, M. MACFARLANE: T move an
amendment—

That after the words ‘‘electric cur-
rent?’ the words ‘‘and other agreements
made with other local aathorities for the
supply of such current’’ be added.

Hon. F. A. BAGLIN: T sccond the amend-
ment,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [98.40]: [
also expected the motion to come on to-
morrow, I am not opposing it, but should
like to hear some argument from the mover
in favour of it. No reasons have yet becn
advanecd as to the necessity for a select com-
mittee to inquire into this agreement. I
know the mover well enough fo realise that
there are some vital reasons for the inquiry.

Hon. J. Ewing: Of coursc there are,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Why should not
these reasous he given to the House? Two
members of the Metropolitan-Subnrban Pro-
ince and ane of the Metropolitan Prorv-
vince are absent from the Honse.

The PRESIDEXNT: That is not the fault
of the House.

Mon, A, Lovekin: Mr. Sandersor has no
objection to this,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The motion was
listed for to-morrow, .

Hon. J. Duffell: They knew before they
went it would come on to-night.

Hon, C. P. BAXTER: It is hardly fair to
the members in question that it should be
brought on this evening. [ endorse the re-
marks of Mr. Kirwan with regard to the ne-
cessity for some assistance being given to
the Minister in charge, No Government °
should expect the business of this Chamber
to be conducted by one Minister. It is not
foir either to him or to the House. If an
Hongrary Minister were appointed, aad I
have no doubt there are several members who
would be prepared to act in an honorary
capaeity, he conld carry on the House during
the absence of the Minister,

Hon. H. STEWART (South-East) [8.45]:
I did not notice that the amendment had been
seconded. The addition proposed by the
amendment seems to me unwise. Before we
appoint a select committee te inquire into a
business agreement, we ought to be given
some very substantial reasons for doing
50. The amendment, however, includes
other loecal governing bodies; and there-
fore 1 doubt the wisdom of ecarrying
the motion. I was rising to speak
when you put the amendment, Mr. President,
and I did not eateh your eye. Now, is it
wise, for reasons not yet disclosed, to ap-
point a select committee with power to im-
vestigate a number of buosiness agrecinents—
certainly, agreements between a Government
department and local governing bodies? Is
it wise to make public the resulfs of business
agreementa? The mover, in replying, may he
able to give satisfactory reasons as regards
cne agreement, but Y think he will find it
diffienlt to Jjustify the inclusion of other
agreements, In the eircumstances it is quite
likely that I shall vote against the motion.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan—in re-
Ply) [9.47]: One of my reasons for not elab-
orating the motion was that I was not sure
of the facts. I want the select eommitiee
to ascertain the facts; and then, when we
come to debate the question, we shall know
what we are doing. All sorts of things have
been stated ahout the operation of these
agreements, such as that the Government are
imposing differential rates, that the various
municipalities are uging these agreements to
profiteer on the peoplie. I am not putting up
a case. All T ask the House to do is to give
an opportunity of ascertaining the facts.
When we know the faets, we can discuss the
matter further. I do not vouch for any of
the .statements which have been made. I do
not wish to take up the time of the House
any further at this junctore,

Question put and passed,
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COMMITTEES IFOR THE SESSION,

The MINISTER PFOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H, P. Colebatch—East) {9.48]: I
move—

That sessional ecomwmittees be appointed
. as followa:—

Standing Orders: The President, the
Chairman of Committees, Hon. J. W.
Kirwanr, Hon. A, Lovekin, and the mover.

Library: The President, Hon. A. San-
derson, and Hon, J. Nicholson,

Printing: The President, Hon. J. W,
Kirwan, and Hon. A. Levekin.

House: The President, the Chairman
of Committces, Hon. J. Cornell, Hon, J.
Duffell, and Hon. J. W. Hickey.

In the ease of the Standing Orders committee
T have added the names of Mr. Lovekin and
Mr. Kirwan in view of the fact that certain
amcendments made in the Constitution during
recent years render it desirable that we shouid
look into the Standing Orders, having regard
to those matters.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

The MINISTEE FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [9.50]: T
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 22nd August.

Hon., A, LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan}
[9.51]: On this motion I should like to em-
phasise the remarks made by several hon.
men.bers a8 to the pesition of our Leader
here. Probably we shall have a strenuous
scgsion, and he will again be alone through
it a8 he was through the last session. There
ought to be found some one hon. member
who would be willing to accept an honorary
position in giving our Leader some relief,
and I rise merely to make the suggestion
that before the House meets again our Leader
shonld consult the Premier on the subject.

The PRESIDENT: That is a matter for
the Government.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.52 p.m.
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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4,30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—SCAFFOLDING
LEGISLATION.

Mr. SAMPSON (for Mr. Davies) ashked
the Minister for Works: Is it his intention
to introduee thia session a Bill to regulate
the erection and supervision of building
acaffolding?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The proposed Bill is receiving consideration.

QUESTIONS (7)—RAILWAY
MATTERS.

Petrol Coaches.

Mr. LUTEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Has the Railway Department
ordered any more petrol coaches? 2, Tf aq,
how many, and what is the approximate date
of delivery? 3, Is it the intention of the
Cummissioner for Railways to run any of
them on the Brown Hill loop line?

The MINISTER FOR RATILIVAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, SBee No. 1, 3, As soon as
the suitability and efficiency of the motor
rail coach has been established, the question
of obtaining additional coaches and extend-
ing their use will be considered.

Spark Arrester, Premium.

Mr. CARTER asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the Government ever offered
a premium for the invention of a satisfactory
arark arrester for use on locomotives? 2,
What payments have been made, if any, in
this connection?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. The profit to be derived by
the inventor is suffieient inducement, 2, In
the case of three employees of the Railway



